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THE TRIUMPHS 


OF THE CROSS, 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, I'ch, 21, 1808. 

] OOKING into the justly po- 

pular Sermons of the late 

Dr. Blair, 1 was struck with an 
apparent incongruity between the 
parts of an eloquent passage in his 
discourse ** Qn the Death 
Christ.’ (Vol. 1. 5.5.) After 
observing that ** this was the 
hour when our Lord erected that 
spiritual kingdom which is never 

” : 
to end,” the preacher presently 
exclaims, respecting ‘’ the enemies 
of Clirist,’’ 

_“ Biind and impious men! How little 
did they know, that the Almighty was 
at that moment setting him as a King 
on the hill of Sion; giving him the Hea- 
then for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession! 
How litte did they know, that their 
badges of mock royalty were at that 
moment converted into the signals of 
absolute domimion, and the instruments 
of irresistible power! The reed which 
they put into his hands became a rod of 
iron, with which he was to break in 
sem hi, enemies ; a sceptre with which 

¢ was to rule the world in righteous 
ness. ‘Ihe cross which they thought 
Was to stigmatize him with infamy, be- 
came the ensign of his re sown. Instead 
of being the reproach of his followers, 
it was to he their boast and their glory.” 
(ip. 136, 7). 

{ need not say, how well this 
language describes the spiritual 
Vol, iit. Kt 





ot 


power and dignity of our Savi- 
our in the progress of his relie 
gion, contrasted with the deep hue 
miliation of his sufferings and 
death. ‘The preacher however ime 
mediately proceeds : 

‘« The cross was to shine on palaces 
and churches, throughout the earth. It 
was to be assumed as the distinction of 
the most powerful monarchs, and to 
wave in the banner of victorious armicss 
when the memory of Herod and Pilate 
should be accursed; when Jerusalem 
should be reduced to ashes, and the 
Jews be vagabonds over all the world.” 


(id.) 
We have now quite lost sight 
of the “ spiritual kingdom’? of 
the Prince of Peace, who said, Jf 
my kingdom were of thie world 
then would my servants fight. 
Only substitute crescent for cross, 
and mosques for churches, and 
we have a highly appropriate des 
coration for a sermon before the 
leader of a troop of Mahometans 
assembled for the consecration of 
their standard, just going forth to 
convert or to conquer, and bearing 
the alternative of the Koran or 
the sword. Iere I cannot deny 
mysclf the pleasure of quoting a 
fine description of the martial proe 
gress and pious purpose of such 
a chieftain, from the poems of a 
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learned clergyman, the late Dr. 
Roberts, of Eton. 
«« See, where the turban'’d Caliph o'er 
the fields 
Of fertile Syria spreads wide-wasting war 
And famine: nor can groves of ravag’d 
palm, 
Olives and figs, nor desolated vines, 
That crown'd the brink of Pharphar, 
lucid stream, 
Nor widow's piercing shrieks, nor or- 
han’s tear, 
Melt his obdurate soul ; for not the lust 
Of frantic power, or empire unconfin’d, 
But burning zeal, andhope of future bliss 
Arm him with tenfold fury. On he goes, 
Till vanquish'd millions glut his righ- 
teous rage ; 
When weeps all prostrate o'er Moham- 
med's tomb, 
While vict'ry washes from her savage 
hands 
The blood of slaughter‘d hosts.” 

But our preacher was confined 
within the verge of Christendom, 
and perhaps had in bis recollection 
the miraculous vision said tu have 
been vouchsafed to the first Chiris- 
tian emperor, accompanied with 
an assurance that under such a 
standard he should conquer. Nor 
can we forget, in this connexion, 
Peter the hermit, and his motley 
train of princes, peers, and ple- 
beians, who, taking the cross at 
the sound of his ghostly tocsin, 

“ Nimbly brush‘d the level brine, 

Bound for holy Palestine ;”’ 
where, all-reeking with infidel 
blood, they devoutly proceeded 

“On Calvary's top 

To adore their suff'ring Lord ;” 

a transaction which the historian 
ot ** the Decline and Fall of the 

Roman Empire” could not fail 
to record: he has thus pre. 
sented the extraordinary scene 
with his usual powers of descrip. 
tion, 

_** A bloody sacrifice was offered by 
his mistaken wotaries to the God of the 
Christians: resistance might provoke, 
but neuher age nor sex could mollify, 
treir mnplacable rage 5 they indulged ’ 
themocivcs three days in promiscuous 


of the Cross. 


massacre; and the infection of the dead 
bodies produced an epidemical disease. 
After seventy thousand Moslems had 
been put to the sword, and the harmless 
Jews had been burnt in their synagogue, 
they could still reserve a multitude of 
captives, whom interest or lassitude per- 
suaded them to spare.—-The holy sepul- 
chre was now free, and the bloody vie. 
tors ‘ia ya to accomplish their vow. 
Barcheaded and barefoot, with contrite 
hearts and in an humble posture, they 
ascended the hill of Calvary, amidst 
the loud anthems of the clergy; kissed 
the stone which had covered the Saviour 
of the§world ; and bedewed with tears of 
joy and penitence the monument of their 
redemption.” (Gibbon 4to. vi. 60, 61.) 


We are on this subject also re- 
minded of the Christian conquests 
of Mexico and Peru. De Solis, 


the Spanish historian of the for- 


mer, assures us (b. 1. ch. 21.) 
that, on the landing of his coun. 
trymen, ‘* Cortes, in whose stand- 
ard was the ensign of the cross, 
ordered an altar to be set up, on 
which, when adorned, he placed 
the image of the Virgin Mary, 
and at the entrance a great cross, 
in order to celebrate Easter; for 
religion was always his prineipal 
care, and in that he was equally 
zealous with the priests.” Pizarro 
was another Christian conqueror, 
Upon his entrance into Peru, as 
the scene is well-portrayed in the 
* Account of European Settle. 
ments”? ascribed to Burke, * the 
first person who addressed himselt 
to the Inca was father Vincent, a 
friar; he advanced with a cross in 
his hand, and began a discourse 
upon the birth and miracles of 
Christ, exhorting him to become 
a Christian, on the pain of eternal 
punishment.” (1. 132.) 

There is much of ** the pomp 
and circumstance of clorious war” 
and of the Christian picty of war- 
ries, which at the first view 
would appear te illustrate this 
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triumph of the cross, in our own 
history, connected with that of 
Europe. We might descend trom 
William the Norman, whose ori- 
sons on the eve of the battle of 
Hastings are recorded as most ex- 
emplary, down to the devout hero 
of ‘Trafalgar, not to mention the 
later hero of Copenhagen, that 
evangelical admiral who in his 
public dispatches piously thanks 
divine Providence for the secu- 
rity with which he pillaged the fleet 
and arsenals ofa neutral city, un- 
suspecting hostility in the garb of 
friendship, and so unprepared for 
an effectual defence. There have 
been wars for balance of power, 
dominion of the sea or extent of 
territory, for religious establish- 
ments, forms of civil polity, or 
the succession of royal houses, all 
‘* just and necessary wars ;”’ so 
declared by the governors of eoi- 
tending states, so commended to 
heaven by the priests of rival 
churches. Yet as these wars have 
been almost exclusively between 
Christian powers, each appealing 
to “ the bible and the sword,”’ if 
the cross has waved in the banners 
of the victorious, ithas been equally 
depressed in those of the vanquish- 
ed armies, ‘This brings me back 
from a digression to which the 
subject so casily invited, 

My second quotation from Dr, 
Blair might possibly be explained 
by some, as ** argumentum ad ho- 
mines,” addressed to ‘* the cue- 
mies of Christ,”’ to shew that even 
in their false view of greatness the 
degraded Messiah had becowe 
“‘ the prince of the kings of the 
earth.” The connexion will 
hardly warrant such a solution, 
for the preacher immediately 
subjoins : 


* These were the triumphs which com- 
menced at this hour, Our Lord saw 
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them already in their birth; he saw of 


- the travail of his soul, and was satisfied. 


He beheld the word of God going forth, 
conquering, and to conquer; subduing 
to the obedience of his laws, the suedu- 
ers of the world ; carrying light into the 
regions of darkness, and mildness into 
the habitations of cruelty.” (Pp. 137,8.) 

Let your readers now connect 
the first with the last quotation 
from this passage, and they wilb 
have a just and eloquent descrip. 
tion of the advancing reign of the 
Messiah, till the Aingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord aud of his Christ. Let 
thein afterwards replace the mid- 
dle quotation, and decide on the 
alleged incongruity, and whether 
the whole passage docs not sound 
as it the joyful notes from the 
“sweet harp of prophecy” had 
been reversed, and the kingdom 
of Christ had become a kingdom 
of this world. J own that [am 
better pleased with the language 
which Milton gives to Jesus, on 
Satan’s urging him to the pursuit 
of martial glory. 


“ To whom our Saviour answer'd thus 
unmov'd. 
Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm, 
And fragile arms, much instrument of 


war 

Long in preparing, soon to nothing 
brought, : 

Before mine eyes thou hast set; and in 
my ear 

Vented much policy, and projects deep 

@f encmies, of aids, batcles and leagues, 


Plausible to the world, to me worth 
nought.” (Par. R, iii, 386.) 


I should not have been disposed 
to animadvert on the passage from 
Dr. Blair, a writer so deservedly 
esteemed, had he net many respec- 
table survivors who appear equally 
ready to ra 4 “the bible and 
the sword,”” ‘To this may perhaps 
be justly attributed that seeming 
unconcern with which even reli- 
gious persons behold the progress, 
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apparently interminable, of that 
system of guilt and misery called 
war; against which only one sect 
among us has ever protested, in 
the character of Christians. I 
presume not to determine under 
what, if under any emergency, @ 
Christian may shed his brother's 
blood, without expecting the 
voice of it to cry unto their com- 
mon Father. Yet, considering 
either the spirit or the doctrine of 
our master, it is difficult to say how 
one of his disciples can take into 
his hand the weapon of destruce 
tion. This incompatibility be- 
tween the characters of Warrior 
and Christian is thus described 
by the late Soame Jenyns, who 
had once formed part of a war- 
ministry. 

“ If Christian nations were nations 
of Christians, all war would be impos- 
sible and anknown amongst them, and 
valour could be neither of use or esti- 
mation, and therefore could never have 
a place in the catalogue of Christian 
virtues, being irreconcileable with all its 
precepts. I object not to the praise 
and honours bestowed on the valiant, 
they are the least tribute which can be 
paid them by those who enjoy safety and 
atfuence by the intervention of their 
dangers and sufferings; { assert only 
that active comrage can never be a Chris- 
tian virtue, because a Christian can have 
nothing to do with it—Nor is this 
more incompatible with the precepts than 
with the objects of this religion, which is 
the attainment of the kingdom of hea- 
ven; for valour is net that sort of vio- 
lence by which that Kingdom is to be 
taken ; nor are the turbulent spirits of 
heroes amd conquerors admissib!e into 
those regions ef peace, subordination, 
and tranquility.” Intern. Evid. ¢5-58. 

Lhe last sentence in this quo- 
tation reminds me of a passage 
m= Shakespeare’s Henry V. 
Where that prince, reconnoitring 
his camp in disguise, holds a 
dialogue with three of his common 
soldiers, one of whom sys, “* lam 
ateard there are few dic well that 


die in battle ; for, how can they 
charitably dispose of any thing 
when blood is their argument? ” 
He adds, what should be as front. 
lets between the eyes of those to 
whom nations cominit the tremene 
dous prerogative of peace and 
war, “ Now if these men do not 
die well, it will be a black matter 
for the king that led them to 
it.”” 

Yet, notwithstanding the oppo. 
sition of the gospel precepts to the 
indulgence of a martial spirit, 
what a scene is continually passe 
ing inthe world, called Christian! 
On one side of a narrow channel, a 
priest ascends a high and gorgeous 
altar to pray that the banners of 
‘‘the great nation’? may wave 
victorious, On the other side of 
the same channel, the priest of a 
rival church approaches an altar. 
not so high, nor so richly adorned, 
to importune the Almighty to go 
forth with the fleets and armies of 
the favoured island. Each ape 
pears to expect that the Father 
of all the families of the earth 
will become a partisan in the 
quarrels of his contentious chil. 
dren. Should they happen to 
exchange countries, each would, 
no doubt immediately, exchange 
the prayer of their devout peti 
tions, as loyalty under existing 
circumstances might direct. How 
shall a Christian, not by birth 
and nation, but by conviction 
and. choice, conduct himself at 
such a period? As a Christian, 
he knows no more distinction bee 
tween Gaul and Britain, than 
Paul found between Greek and 
Jew. He will surely pray that 
the righteous cause may prosper, 
and the people be scattered that 
delight in war. Or, if he must 
indulge to national partiality, he 








may adopt the humane petition of 
a minister in the west of England 
during the last war. ‘‘ We pray 
for our countrymen who are 
2broad on dangerous expeditions ; 
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—preserve them, we beseech thee, 

from suffering any harm, or from 

doing any harm to others.” 
Your’s 


PACIFICUS. 





UNITARIAN CONGREGATION AT NEWCASTLE. 


a 


To the Editor of the 


Ouse-Burn, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Feb. 15, 1808. 
Sir, 

Being a constant reader of the 
Repository, I hope yeu will grant 
me the liberty to express the great 
pleasure, I, in common with our 
friends in this place, have derived 
from observing the increasing uses 
fulness of your impartial and well- 
conducted publication ; by which 
you have indeed meriied, and will, 
we doubt not, continue to deserve, 
the thanks of every friend to free 
inquiry—the only proper basis of 
civil and religious liberty. 

I am a member of a pretty nu- 

merous Unitarian congregation in 
this place, under the pastoral care 
of a minister, whose virtues as a 
Suristian, and abilities as a mi- 
nister, far exceed any thing I can 
say in his praise. But this, I hope, 
is DO uncommon circumstance. 

One thing is, perhaps, deserving 
to be better known. — In the vestry 
of our chapel is an extensive and 
well-chosen library, consisting of 
many of the best authors on the 
evidences of Christianity, and on 
doctrinal and practical subjects 
relative thereto: these have been 
accumulating for a series of years 
past, partly by donations of books, 


Monthly Repository. 


and partly by a voluntary annual 
subscription for that purpose, 
amongst the members of the con. 
gregauion. T rejoice that similar 
institutions are now becoming very 
common amongst Dissenters ; as 
it is, perhaps, the best means of 
security against mfidelity on the 
one hand, and imtolerant bigotry 
on the other ; both of which have 
generally one common origin— 
the want of a proper acquaintance 
with the doctrine and evidences, 
and of course an Ignorance of the 
spirit, of Christianity. 

A tew of us meet in the vestry 
every Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings, for social worship, free 
conversation on religious and mo. 
ral subjects, and the reading ot 
such new or interesting books on 
the same topics, as happen to ar- 
rest our attention, 

We beg, Mr. Editor, you will 
have the goodness to co;nmunicate 
our thanks, through your valuable 
miscellany, to Messrs. Belsham 
and Marsom, for the pleasure and 
important informatiun we have 
derived from their masterly com. 
munications, from tine to time, in 
the Monthly Repository. We 
wish also to offer our warmest ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. Stone, for 
his incomparable Visitation Ser. 
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mon. and our best wishes for his 
deliverance out of the hands of 
his malignant persecutors. 

We beg leave also to express 
the happiness we enjoyed in read- 
ing the Report of the Committee 
of the Unitarian Fund, and our ad- 
miration of the indefatigable zeal 
of Mr. Wright and the other mis- 
sionaries. We hope their labours 
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will be rewarded with abundant 
success; and we have no doubt 
but when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear, (not before) they shall 
receive a crown of glory, that fad. 
eth not away. l am, 
Mr. Editor, 
For friends and self, 
Yours, truly, 
WILLIAM ROBSON, 





LETTERS TO MR. (NOW BISHOP) BURGESS, ON THE TESTIMONY 


OF THE JEWS TO THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 


LETTER Il, 





SiR, 

Permit me to express the sur. 
prise which the perusal of your 
sermon occasioned in me. I had 
flattered myself with the idea of 
recelhing an accurate investiga. 
tion ot Christ’s discourses, and 
from the comparison of them 
with each other, and the opi imons 
of the Jews, to bave seen your 
opinion deduced, that Christ is 
equal to God, the Father. But I 
eas much disappointed in finding 
that the greater part of your dis- 
course was taken up with miscel- 
lanvous retlectlons, in Maal) of 
wich, indeed, you have my con- 
currence; but they draw off the 
attention of the reader to other 
pomt in 
h matter ot comparatively 
very little sMportance, Out of 


thirtyeone quarto pages, 


subrects, and burv the 


dispu 


ceven 
only are employ ed on the Subject 
settorth in your ttle. The rest 
contain apunadversions on topics 
much disputed at present: such 
as ihe causes ot the ditlerence of 
On Mil the propriety ol human 
aulhouty in matters of religion; 
the freedom of Inquiry, so* pro- 
perly indulged in the present day, 


&c. &c. which, though they are 
interesting if themselves, I must 
beg leave to reject entirely in our 
present controversy, as they draw 
off the attention of the mind from 
the main point in dispute. 

J particularly mention this cir- 
cumstance, because in the body 
of your discourse you have allud- 
ed to, and in your notes you have 
named some very much respected 
and learned friends of mine, whose 
defence I should think it incume 
bent on me on such an occasion 
to undertake, if [ could permit 
myself to wander in the least from 
the main object of my corre- 
spondence with you. But, as I 
shall not in my subsequent let- 
ters reler to the writings of any 
ancient or modern author, except 
those of the two Covenants, ] shall 
request of you, if yoy should 
honour me by a reply, te confine 
yourself to the same rule. Let 
the words of scripture be our 
only appeal; for, in the reference 
to other writ ters, there is generally 
more time lost in settling their 
meaning, than would have been 


employe ‘din determining the sens¢ 
of the text, 
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I have only to add, that in a 
contested point we cannot confine 
too narres ly the disputants to the 
point in dispute. You assert the 
divinity of Christ, I deny it in 
your sense. I believe, that he 
was in all respects a man, excel- 
ling the rest of his fellow creatures 
in the gifts which he received 
from God, and particularly in his 
moral character; for, undergoing 
temptations like his brethren, he 
was without sin. Between your 
opinion and mine there are many 
intermediate ones, cach of which 
has its zealous adherents. It 1s 
not our business at present to 
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consider any of them, and in 
writing to you, IT shall net sup- 
pose the existence of any in the 
world bnt our own. It T can 
persuade you, that yours is ill 
founded, I shall have no objec- 
tion to prove the validity of my 
own; or, if you confess the weak- 
ness of yours, and are yet willing 
to rest in some intermediate space, 
[ shall then with readiness under- 
take to prove to you, that the 
sentiment you adopt is equally 
without foundation, as that you 
have already maintained, 
lam, &c. 





ACCOUNT OF THIF CONVERSION 


OF A FEMALE TO CHRISTIAN} 


ITY, BY THE UNITARIAN DOCTRINE, 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Sir, Hackney, 
It has been frequently advanced 
with an aic-of triumph by our 
orthodox brethren, and too fre- 
quently admitted by Unitarians 
themselves, that Unitarianism will 
not convert a sinner. Now, sir, 
I must beg leave to contradict 
these good people, because I well 
know a living instance to the 
contrary} an account of which 
1 will give vou, and if you deem 
it worth a place in your valuable 
Repository, you are at liberty to 
insert if. 
_ I must first, however, ask, what 
ismeant by a sinner? If by itis 
understood only a dissolute, aban. 
doned profligate, 1 must say, I 
think no religious system likely 
to convert such an one, without 
fome severe moral discipline to 


shake and loosen previous habits ; 
and if we look into life, we shall 
sce that this is really the case. 
But at all events, [ think Unita. 
rianism as likely to prevail with 
a reasonable being as any less 
rational system. For let me ask 
my Unitarian brethren, why trath 
should not be as powerful as 
falsehood ; and my Calvimistic 
ones, why the doctrine of unlimit. 
ed mercy to repenting sinners, 
should net be as prevailing as that 
of partial election ? 

But if one who lives without 
any sense of God’s presence and 
inspection, and is under the influe 
ence of every unchristian temper, 
who ridicules all religion, and 
every expectation of future retri- 
bution, be a saner, (and those who 
are most forward to bring the 
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charge, will, Iam sure, allow it) 
then was the writer of this paper 
too deserving of that appella- 
tion. 

She was brought up among the 
Weslevan Methodists, and, tor the 
first sixteen years of her lile, en. 
deavoured to work her mind up 
to a sufficient degree of enthusi- 
usm to believe she felt the super. 
natural assurance that her sins 
were forgiven, (with them, the in- 
fallible sign of conversion ;) but 
in vain; for in despite of all her 
endeavours, she could not silence 
the voice of reason, though taught 
to call its dictates the temptations 
‘ f the dei il, ‘| he small Voice of 
reason,-— heaven's monitor in the 
human breast, told herthatit God 
posse ssed tore knowledge nnd Oni- 
nipotence, he could have preve nted 
the fall of Adam, and the conse. 
quent guilt and misery of all his 
ofispring. ‘To get rd of this in- 
surmountable objection, she went 
among the Calvinists. But here 
she found still greater difficulties, 
for if the Arminians deprived God 
ot his knowledge or his power, 
these deprived him ot an attribute 
which could, in her ideas, be 
much less spared trom his cha- 
racter, his mercy. j hey told 
her, God toreknew and d: ar ned 
all events, and the cons Quehes ot 
this foreknowledge and design is 
the eternal nusery of the great bulk 
of mankind ; wlule a svcry few are 
elected to uncondi- 
This doctrine 
lel mbrace, 


arbitrarily 
tional salvation, 
she never did or ¢ 
though she tued with all her pow- 
ers, for she looked on scepuicismm 
with horror, and knew ot no less 
excepuonable scheme of religion. 
The distracuon of her mind was 
Chiisuanity 
was truc, she was doomed to cnde 
less misery, for she could notin. 


inconceivable, It 








dulge a sufficient degree of vanity 
to suppose herself one of the pe- 
culiar favourites of heaven. If, 
on the other hand, it was false, 
she was tormented with the dread 
of annihilation, an eternal sepa. 
ration fvom all she loved or va- 
lucd. In this wretched state, a 
state of which words can convey 
no adequate idea, she continued 
alength of time. At last she cast 
off all religion, assured that none 
could be true which had not for its 
first principle, a perfect Deity, 
In this situation, her sex, and a 
sense of propriety alone preserved 
her moral uncorrupted; if un- 
corrupted they could be called, 
when every standard of right and 
wrong was removed, when uuth 
or falsehood, virtue or vice were 
equally indiflerent, except as she 
dreaded the shame of detection or 
Censure. 

At lenoth she entered the Gravel 
pit mecting, to hear * a sect every 
\ hi re spoken yoaimst.’” The sub- 
ject of that day’s discourse she 
has mover forgotten; it was the 
moral attributes of the Deity. 
* This” said she, ** is something 
better than I have been used to 
lear—Chiistianity may yet be 
true, and God be merciiul and 
wise.” She went again and aguin, 
one prejudice after another gave 
Way to the * words of truth and 
soberness,”? and in the course of 
two years she became a professed 
Unitarian. 

From one of the most miserable 
she is become one of the happiest 
ol human beings, and an all the 
troubles of lite she has faith 
God and joy in believing. 

To say any more as to any 
alteration in her moral character 
would not become me, but I must 
leave those who know her to coms 
pare Whatshe was and what she %. 














Sensible how much she owes to 
Unitarianism, she would fain re- 
move any groundless prejudice 
against it. She wishes also thus 
publicly to express her grateiul 
sense of dbligationto Mr. Belsham 
and to Mr. Aspland, under whose 
ministry she has reaped all the 
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advantages a Christian enjoys 
above a Deist, 

I will only add, you have here 
an account of a sinner converted 
by Unitarianism, whom Metho- 
dism could not convert, and whom 
Calvinism made a Deist. 

A CONVERT TO RATIONIL 
CHRISTIANITY. 





YN PREACHING UNITARIANISM AND PRAYING TRINITARIANISM. 


—_— 


Yo the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, Feb. 13, 1808. 
There have Ween several at- 
tempts made to vindicate Mr. 
Stone’s preaching Unitarianism in 
the church; but I have not yet 
ict with any one who has at- 
tempted to defend his praying 
‘Frinitariamsm in the same church : 
for whether he offers up prayers 
limself or by his deputy, it is the 
same. Here, tm the presence of 
a God of truth, he prays to the 
three persons of the ‘I'rmity dis- 
tinctly ; then to the three persons 
in one trinity, God; in another 
yiace he prays by “ the mystery 
of God’s holy incarnation, by his 


holy nativity and CIRCUMCISION, 
&e. &c.” Again, “O Lamb of 
God, hear us. O Lamb of God, 
lave mercy upon us &c.” Now 
| have to request that some of 
your Correspondents would ac. 
count for this, and defend Mr. 
Stone; that, although a Unita. 
rian, I may no longer be guilty 
of the heinous sin of schism, but, 
reconciled to mother church, may 
hope shortly to be presented to 
some rich benefice. This will of 
course very much oblige 
Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
HI. 


T———n. 





VN THE PROPER DIRECTION 


OF BENEVOLENT EXERTION. 





Ilowever much, in the moment 
mt gloomy scepticism, we may 
tel inclined to doubt the infinite 


goodness of the Creator, when 


we sce the sum of apparent evil 
which exists in the creation, it is a 


thought interesting as true, that 


VOL. ITI. 


the more enlarged our views, the 
less of inconsistency we discover. 
When we observe things partially, 
and take individual cases into 
consideration, appearances are 
often beyond our comprehension ; 
but the general principle, that this 
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isa state of moral discipline, will 
frequently releve us from) our 
difficulties, With captious igno. 
rance we blame the parts; but 
when we extend our views trom 
the individual to the whole, the 
rays of truth frequently burst 
through the cloud, and teach us 
that a// is just aod good, 

But suffering does exist, and 
the calls of humanity and religion 
loudly demand our 
They direct us to exert ourselves 
for ats diminution ard prevention, 
They direct us to make tne hap- 


attention. 


piness of others our own, and to 
pursue with steadiness the means 
of increasing it. Not that bence 
solence is contined to endeavours 
to cuse the bed of pain, and 
to SUP ply the wants of poverty : 
its sphere i extensive, it 
enters into every action, 
with piety, forms 
the best foundation of even every 
personal duty, But here is a Wide 
ficld for active uulity, ‘To visit 
to relicve the distressed ; 
to become the father, brether, 
friend of the needy ; 

the blessing of him who Was ready 
to perish, -where is the heart so 
Callous to the 
hity, as 
idea | 


more 
social 


and, united 


the sick 


to obtain 


teclings of huma. 


with the 


not to warm 
= 

But our exertions for the in. 
crease of happiness and the dimi- 
nution of musery, must be directed 
The Christian’s 
object Is to do all the geod he 


by prudence. 

can; aod as his powers are limite 
ed he must so direct th in that 
they may be as ctheecious as 
possible. llerein consists the 


ditlerence in value between the 
: | . 
solthbe man ol comprehensive 


soul, UNd OF Lim Whose Views are 





of Benevolent Exertton. 


volence and general ability to do 
cood, will perform much less 
fellow creatures 
The disposition 


service to his 
than the other. 
is what principally renders the 
individua! valuable in the sight of 
him who knoweth the motives ; 
but he who takes not the means 
to which wisdom directs, as Ine 
creasing his capacity of benevo- 
lence, does not dv all the good he 
can, und consequenily, his cha- 
racter is deficient. 

‘Two ill consequences obriousl) 
result, from neglecting the dictates 
of prudence in the exertion of 
benevolence; we stand too pro- 
bable a chance of sopping its 
very foundations ;—and, we are 
uljust to others. 

‘fo take as an example pecu- 
niary beneticence. 

Indiscriminate charity is sel- 
dom useful to the objects of it; 
and if it were more frequently so, 
the same sum bestowed upon more 
worthy Objects, and in a manne: 
more likely to serve them, must 
widely beneficial. In 
eeneral it may be pronounced in- 
jurious to society 5 and, since 
there must be limits to our eA. 
ertions, While SO many cases eXlst, 


be more 


in which we mav apply them to 
greater advantage, these 
furnish the mode of direction. 
Indiscriminate charity. is better 
though its fruits arc 


shou: | 


than nodne,. 


expect d only . iW 


usuully to be 
tue bosom of the over : but is it 


loti general the result of indo- 
it, sectish sensibility ?—at any 
rate, If tae capacity of the stream 


! o - ' . 
> simited, ict it rie { be directed 


’ 


barren sands, but to 
ferulize the mead, or to supply 
the uselul labours of the mechanic. 
| syinpathy are @ 
bencv0s 


spubz vj ointcrested 











Jenee s but if to gratify the calls 
of compassion be the only motive 
foauctlon , sell bas been little crue 
dicated how the mind. Benevo- 
lence can searcely be thus cul- 
tivatcd, The passive cmotions 
which constituted our only stimu. 
lus will gradually diminish ; and 
what will supply the deficiency, 

the desire of dome good have 
mot been formed?—and if. this 
desire have been formed, before 
it has become habitually our ac- 
inating motive, we require the 
Cice pride hoof the wishedetor good 
preserve it in ats full vigour, 
Now how seldom js our mite per- 
coptibly or probably bencticial, 
when indiscriminately given at 
our doors or by the wi ayeside. 
flow much tacit it tell devoted 
o aid t] C CNCTUORNRS of hon st in- 
justruction to 


fu try 3 lo suppsy 
the Junorant; to add a few coim- 
rts to hes scanty portion of the 
child of affliction? ‘True it is 
that ei the tribes of beggary, 
benevolence can often discrimie 
nate individuals, whom ,benetie 
cence te snatch from misery, 
ay at least relieve ll Providence 
scnds mr liek still more efficacious 3 
and here the claias of duty are 
bwious: but are we hence to 
nier that benevolence may be 
indulged to indolent, ineflicacious 
harity ? 
lar be it from me to wish to 
restrain the etaotions of pity. 1 
should grieve to sce the youth, in 
whose mind prudence has not yet 
been founded on benevolence, 
listening tw its cold admonitions, 
wnd forming calculations which 
olit CXCUSC present, but would 
Not prompt totuture exertions. But 
I would tum to give his com |pus- 
sion that direction which would 
polat to bencvolence,— benevo- 
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lence which should become the 
habit of his soul, which should be 
inwrought in his frame, and die 
rect tu steady exertion, when the 
thnilling chords of compassion 
cease to vibrate. Does it suit 
the general harmony of the moral 
world, that the culture of indivi. 
dual benevolence should require 
the sacrifice of the gener al good ? 
Experience contirms what religi- 
ous philosophy dictates, that the 
interest of the individual cannot 
be si parated from the interest of 
the community; hor the interest 
of the community from that ot 
ihe species. And the general 
truth admits here of exact and 
obvious application, — Indolence 
and wretchedness follow close in 
the steps of indiscriminate charity 5 

and, on the other hand, apathy 
to the claims of distress will are 
in the place of inactive, selfish 
compassion, when time shall have 
diminished the vigour of its ime 
pulse, and the frequent detection 
of lnposture led to class the tale 
of modest, suffering merit, with 
that of the artful, professional 
mendicant. The mechanism of 
social good and of private bene 
volenee, Is impeded, nm proportion 
io the prevalence of the indiseri- 
muinate application of the ability 
tou do good, over that which is 
regulated by a judicious attention 
to its result. 

The necessity of t judicious 
regulation of the exeruens of 
henevolence appears, then, sufe 
ficiently obvious, It may not be 
useless to state a tew general 
principles, which may tend to 
produce, on the basis of Compise 
sion, steady, active, disinterested 
benevolence, 

All the objeets of beneficence 
may be conveniently classed under 
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two heads, the removal or alle- 
viation of misery, and the pre- 
vention of misery. ‘ihe latter, 
from the contagious nature of 
evil, whether moral or natural, 
is obviously the more important; 
and the former should never be 
admitted, where clearly in oppo- 
Sition to it. Hence it is requi- 


site, that in the selection of objects 


of benevolence, a decided pre- 
ference should be given to those 
whose sufferings are not the con- 
sequence of When the 
poor claims of the unfortunate 
have been satisfied, then Iet the 
consequences of idleness or wortlie 
fessness be alleviated. Lct not 
the hand of liberality nnecessa- 
ily destroy the barriers of vire 
extended to the 
vicious, let it be apparent that 
it is not for their vices. Let 
not the impression be fostered 
in the mind of indolence, that 
subsistence, and even comfortable 
subsistence, may be obtained 
ithout cortesponding éxertions. 
To be otherwise than baneful, 
charity must be precarious. It 
anust check the habits of steady 
industry aud economy to know 
that all does not depend Upon 
the formation of them; and pre. 
ewely in proportion as the idea 
ofa Claim upon charity becomes 
prevalent, we must expect the 
prevalence of carelessness in the 
distnhbuuon of time, and labour, 
and expenditure among the la- 
bouring poor, except where it 


vice, 


fue ;—-where 


is counterbalanced by pride re. 
jecting the gitt of charity, or by 
higher motive. — Indiscri. 
niinate charity must, indecd, be 
precarious to a considerable ex. 
tent; but because it is indis- 
criminate, and is often bestowed 
upon those persons who deserve 
it not, such persons will be in. 
duced to rely upon it’ where 
prudence, calculating more just. 
ly, would deem it a poor re- 
source; indefinitely less valuable’ 
than the results of industry how- 
ever scanty. But, though we 
must not run contrary to. the 
laws of Providence, by too much 
alleviating the misery of vice, we 
ought not, for the sake of our 
own minds, too rigidly to sean 
the vices of the distressed, nor 
depart from justice by lending 
too easy an ear to the tales of 
scamlal. ‘There are cases, too, 
in which we must leave ourselves, 
and may do it sately, to the im- 
mediate impulse of benevolence. 
The exigency of extreme distress, 
and of accidental suffering, must 
be attended to: yet even in these, 
should be kept in view the above 
principle. — That the — vicious 
Should be made the objects of 
our benevolence where we have 
reasonable hope that we may thus 
restore them to the ways of good- 
hess, is perfectly consistent with 
the more general principle, that 
the prevention of misery should 
he the first object of benevolence. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


some 





6. ESCRIPTION 


LIBRARY AT GREENOCK. 


aE 


Str, Nez castle-upon-Tyne, 
Travelling lately into Scot- 
wand, | visited, whilst at Creenock, 


the general subscription library, 
of that place. Amongst their re- 
peculiar plea 


gulatiyns I had 





eure in observing one, by whech 
they admit, with the same facility 
as their own subscribers, any 
gentleman or lady, who may 
visit the town, ‘© and can prove 
that /Acy are subscribers fv a Sle 
wilar institution.” ‘Khe liberality 
of such a plan is particularly strike 
ing, and I believe that a ‘similar 
regulation in some other socicty 
has becn mentioned DY you, Sir, 
with approbation in a former 
number. See vol. 1. p. 50. 
This library is only of a few 
Mi ars’ standing, and has succeeded 
bevond expectation, but this 
phrase applied now to such insti- 
tutions, has become almost com- 
mon- pl ice, for wherever the 'V have 
been once established, like the 
good secd sown 1n eood cround, 
there do they prosper, nine times 
out of ten, and yield a produce a 
thousand fold ; the ereat object 
sto sow the sced,” or to drop 
the similitude, and to use a very 
general expression “to make a 
beginning.” IT inquired how this 
had been effected at Greenock, 
and was informed that two gentle- 
inen, or three, had found in many 
at their friends of cach sex, a 
general complaint against ‘* the 
trash in circulating libraries,” and 
a wish for such an establishment 
asia bouk- club, a book-socicty, 
or a general subscription library, 
term it which you please, and pro- 
posing that they would immediate- 
dy transter their subscriptions trom 
the common libraries of the town, 
and even increase them, provided 
they could get books of real know- 
ledge and utility to read, which 
should also be the property of the 
subscribers, Finding such a spirit, 
these two gentlemen put up writ- 
ten notices at the booksellers’ 


hops, at the coflve-houses, inns, 









































Subscription Library at Crecnvek. I>s 


&c. &c. requestipg a meeting of 
the tuends of such a plaa, at eae 
of the principal hotels-ot the place. 
For tals meeting, rules were drawa 
up, Which met ots general concur- 
renee, and T belreve many ef the 
gentlemen offered the nse of thew 
private lbraries to the society, une 
til their own pubhe one hi ad | nd 

the first or second order for its 
books accomplished. Subseriptions 
were Immediately opened, and 1 
Was also agreed fo, that, for a 
certain fine, perhaps the first six 
months, every one who liked the 
plan, and could pay a guinca per 
year, should) become a member 
without the formahty of aballot. 
A committee was appointed trom 
amonest thesubscrbers at tha stiest 
Iuecting, and a room was ordered 
to be prepared to contain thear 
books. ‘Thus, Sir, was the Green. 
ock subscription library establis|)- 
ed. As the books which they 
have purchased, are getting teo 
humerous for their first room, | 
am told that a plan bas lately been 
In Agitation amongst the members, 
to build hy way ol a toniiiic, 
in small shares, a respectabie 
house for ther better accomma- 
dation, in some eheible part os 
the town, and to let off the un- 
der flats, as they enll the ground 
stores in Scotland, either tor waree 
rooms, sheps, oflices, or whatever 
way may be thought most respecte 
able, most useful according to the 
situation in the town which thes 
purchase, and consequently most 
advantageous. [believe their |i- 
brarian 3s a school-master, and 
that they mean one part of the 
upper story himself and his 
family, and ne other part for his 
school. Thus the whole bunding 
will be com] lets ly occupied, ‘lo 
these gentlemen, who by a wry 
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trifling exertion, might establish 
verv useful libraries, in those 


towns (or even villages) where 


there are none yet, I would hold 


out the efforts and the success ot 
these two or three active triends 


of information at Greenock, and 


add, in the NpPressive words oj our 


OFSERVATIONS ON MR. RELSUAN’S ANIMADVERSILONS 
MODERN 


Animadverstons on Modern Ariane, 


ercat moral t acher, **GO YE AXD 
po LikEwisr !” 
To you, Sir, and to such men, 
I have great pleasure in subscribs 
ing myself re pecttully, 
Yours and theirs, 


JOUN CLENNELL, 


ON 


ARIANS. 


‘ : ' . 
Lo the Ea of the Monthly Repository. 
S) orthodoxy, by joining cecasionalls 
- . 
Pron 7 well known impar- in the popular hue and cry agains: 
Hality, Lo hope tor the admission those who profess the primity 


to vour valuable miscellany of 
n few observations upon a writer, 
who has in a verv able manner 
filled many of vour pages for a 
considerable trme. 

Mr. Belsham. im his hast letter 
on Mir. Carpenter’s lectures, says 
truly, that ‘it is difficult in eon. 
troversy to observe a proper me- 
dium; and langcuace is sometimes 
Taken an oa sense diferent trom 
What the writer expects and in- 
tends” Is it mistaking Mr. Bele 


! 


sham’s Intention or the + 1p rt of 


. - : t 
his | ncguace, to say, that his re. 
rel , sé ; ’ 
merks on the * non-descripts,” as 
He el 
he « iis these who beheve in thie 


lepre-existence of JesusChrist, 
conta invidious and uncharti- 
tnhle rt lect ons upon then moral 
character; tor when ‘no motive 
can be found for their usurping 


| 
the name of Arinn. unless it be to 


ves from the re. 

} ° 
proach that is annexed tothe ob- 
TON us t iy) > ‘ Ne ale l Der 


‘ 


farth of the proper humanity ¢ 
Jesus Christ,” ts it not accusing 
them of insincerity in’ the first 
Instance, and of malevolence in 
the second ; and if they expect to 
save the credit of their orthodoxy 
by this conduct, we may add 8 
third, of weakness of intellect, to 
which thre i opin ns are by some 


‘ 


imputed: for, woefully mistaken 
hope for this 
advantase from assumin e the name 
of Arian, sinee the orthodox allow 
them no better quarter than they 
do Socinians, ane the latter 
holding them in contempt, what 
temptation can they ~ have to 
wirp a hame reprobated by both 


are they, af th 


parties? It indeed requires no 
small decree ( f courage to avow 
It in such circumstances. 

Mr, Belsham observes that these 
ne n-descripts (they are obliged ta 
him for raising them from their 
negative class by giving them the 
name of  semi-demi Arians.’ ) 
“are Unitarians in as strict @ 








J. M35 Reply fo the Clergy 


‘ 


as those who believe that 
Jesus Christ had no eniste: 
belore he was born of his it nother 
Mary.” Undoubtedly they are ; 
vet ought they to acknowledge 
this gentleman’s courtesy Or ra~ 
ther justice, in admitting = their 
right to this appellation, as it as ly 


eeyise 


Ice 


some applied exclusively to those 
who believe that Jesus Christ had 
no existence before he appeared 
yp this world. 

[ have nothing to say concern- 
ing the truth or error of the doc. 


° . ? . 
man on the Divity of Christ. 
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animadversions is to represent the 
unfairness of holding up a sect of 
men tothe public eve, as actuated 
by such disingenuous and unwor- 
thy Mr. Belsham 
aseribes While he 
contined his charge against them 
lo weakness, prejudice, &c. it 
might be borne in silence, a 
when their integrity is attac - ‘d, 

is incumbent upon them to re- 

pel it. 


motives ils 
to. them. 


I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


trines controverted by Mr. DBel- and constant Reader, 
sham. Aly sole motive for these A. 
J. M’S REPLY TO THR CLERGYMAN ON TIE DIVINITY OF 
CHRIST. LETTER Ift. 
To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 
Sr, Nov. 12, 1807. ful. ** That it was cited or al. 
\ proceed to notice the clergy- luded to in the Arian contro. 
in’s second letter tn reply to versy,” he does not pretend, nor 
my observations on his remarks has he attempted to refute any 
on Mr. Stone’s sermon. thing that Sir Isaae Newton has 
On t ‘Tim. tii. 16, [ charge advanced to prove it to) be ap 
the clergyman with a perversion intemporation. 


{the clause referred to by a false 
Citation of it as it stands in the 
resent translatioy. By his pass- 
ing this over in pers ct silence the 
eiarge is admitted to be true. 

Inanswer to the question, “ Does 
he not know that the word @cs 
is not to be found in any Greek 
copy before the fourth or fifth 
century?” He only produces a 
sentence from Ignatius which he 
spposes to refer to this passage, 
and another from the Apostajical 
Constitutions, the authority of 
vhich, by whom, and when writ- 
is at least extremely doubt- 


ery 
#'y 


* In loco. + 


strate * to be the true one. 


‘I treely own,” says the clers 
eyman, ‘* that I have xever heard 
ot any euch rendering as ¢, which 
he (J. M.) says has been demon- 
> Has 
he never read Grotius, ie as 
cited by Dr. Whitby”, says, * The 
Latin, Syriac, Arabic versions, 
and St. Ambrose, all read, the 
mystery which was revealed in the 
flesh, which gives us reasen to 
suspect the other reading?’ Has 
he never seen Dr. Clarke, who 
says on this passaget, ** It has 
been a great controversy among 
learged men, whether [@ecs] or 


Script. Doct. of Trinity, p. 83. 
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B36 J. M.'s Reply 


[és] or [2] be the true reading in 
this place. All the old versions 
have it, gui or quod. And all the 
ancient fathers, though the copies 
of many of them have it now in 
the text itself Osc: 5 De us,] yet 

fcom the tenour of their comments 
upon it, and from their never 
citing it in the Arian controversy, 
ft appears they always read it que 
ar yavd ; till the time of Macedp- 
nius umler the Kmper ror Anastae 
aivs, in the beginning of the sixth 
century 2 and who ates Dr. 
Nil as saying, * No one that 
A ftiow, of all the Catholic fa. 
thers, who professedly collected 
ali the texts of scripture in proof 
of Christ’s divinity, ever alledge 
this text, before the year 380. 

Gregory Nyssen first of ail, &c.” 

Has the cler: gyman never seen 
Or. Benson on the passage, or Sir 
hhaac Newton’s letter, betore refer- 
red to? bt he has not scen any of 
them, it appears that he knows 
nothing about the CODLTOVCTSY. 

But the clergyman objects to 
é; and ¢ as the trac reading, “ in- 
@s-much,”’ he says, ‘as they alike 
produce nonsense.” In support 
of the proposed reading, 1 gave 
the translation of the passage by 
that learned and laborious critic, 
My. Gilbert Wakeficld. Has he 

produced grammatical non. 
sense?” The clergyman has not 
ventured to charge him with it, 
or tu allude that translation, 
thonch he had it before him. 

But he suys, “ Thata mystery 
wus seen of angels, und received 
up into glory, is to my own come 
prebension downeright nonsense.” 
Mr. Waketield’s rendering of the 


to the Clergyman on the Divinity of Christ. 


two clauses is, §* Seen by the mes« 
sengers (that is, apostles,) taken 
up “With glory.’ Dr. Benson 
renders the latter clause, “ Was 
gloriously received, i. e. had 

glorious spread and reception*.” 
Is this ** downright nonsense ?” 
or will the c clergy man charge the 
apostle John with °¢ downright 
nonsense,” when he says in his 
own name and in that of the rest 
of the apostles, ** 7’hat which was 
from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with 
oar eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handied 
of the word of life; for the life 
was manifested, and we have 
seen it.” Or, is it ** downright 
nonsense ” to say, that a mystery 
“was taken up with gl» TY’ a 
* was gloriously received?” But 
as the cle Tgyman rests the proof 
of the true reading upon the sense 
or nonsense which the different 
readings will produce, let us see 
what sense the reading he contends 
for will produce. ‘‘ God” he 
says, “ was seen of the messene 
gers.” What could the apostle 
refer to in this assertion? Dl he 
mean to contradict the apostle 
John, who says, “No man (229, no 
one) hath seen God at any timet,” 
or the apostle Paul's own assertion 
in this very epistle, where, speak- 
ing of God, he says, * Who only 
hath immortallity—whom . man 
hath scen, or can see?t” Again, 
““ God was preached unto the 
Gentiles.” Was the mission of 
the apostles to preach Gud, or ta 
preach the mystery of godliness % 
The whole New Testament. will 
decide, that it was the latter and 


* In lceo. Notes, 


+ Chap, & 12. 


} Chap. vi. 16, 














not the former. The same may 
be said of the following clause, 
“God was believed on in the 
world. ” ‘The last clause ** God 
was received up into glory,” 
is, if possible, more irreconcileablé 
with any principle of reason or 
revelation. We might ask, what 
is nwant by God’s being received 
up into glory? By whom was he 
received up, &c, &e. 2? If this 
then be the true reading of the 
passave, I will venture to say there 
is not any thing in the New 
Testament cither to explain or 
to justify any one of the assertions 
of the apostle in this tert. 

In reply to the mere conjecture 
of the clergyman “ that OX, in the 
Alexandrian MS. (of which MS. 
he himself is probably as pro- 
foundly iguorant, as he professes 
himself to be of any such read. 
ing as, which was manifested) 
was originally @S, the abbreviat- 
ed mode of writing OEOX,” but 
that by the hand of time the cen- 
tral mark of the theta has been 
miraculously obliterated without 
injuring the circle, (a very pro- 
bable conjecture !) 1 shall add 
the following observations on the 
passage from, ‘** Conjectural 
mendations on the New Testa- 
ment,” (L believe by Bowyer) 
ese 1763. (‘* wusyosoy Occs 

Epavega-7y) 6 efaverwSy was the 
reading of all the MSS. before the 
fifth century, as Sir Isaac Newton 
hath shewn. Let. to Le Clerc. 
Many interpreters at first refer- 
red 6 to Mus Egtov which precedes ; 
but observing that a mystery could 
not be received up into glory, 
they connected ¢ to be the sub- 
ject of what follows: Tuat 
WHICH was manifested in the 
hesh, was justifed by the spint, 
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é, as 1 Johni. 3. John i. 4. 46. 
ii. 26. 34. Mat. xix. 29. Rom. 
ii. 2. 3. Wetstcin. For gos egae 
veowoe, perhaps Xgisos Savarwon, 
and for weSy a/ysacis, read weds 

misTodos. KR. Bentley. ap. Wet- 
stein. The different attestations 
of eye-witnesses Concerning OF 
in the Alexandrian MS. (some 
aflirming the former letter to be 
©, some QO) are accounted for at 
last by Professor Wetstein, who 
discovered that the cross stroke 
in it, which was discerned by 
some, was no other than the mide 
dle stroke of the E in ETZEBEL. 
AN, 1 Tim. vi. 3. written on the 
back page, which appe ‘“ared 
through the vellum as written on 
the O, when held up separately 
to the light, but was not visible 
when laid flat on the next leaf.” 
What ignoramuses must al the 
learned men | have reterred to, and 
all the ancients who, before the 
fifth century, read, which was 
manifested, have been! that they 
could not discover what our learn. 
ed divine has discovered, that that 
reading @ &p avepwoy as well as 
Ts eSavetws Sy ” produced Jowne 
right nonsense, and therefore could 
not be the true reading, though 
supported by the authority of 
every Greek copy during the four 
first centuries. But we must 
not allow him the whole of the 
merit of this discovery, for it seems 
some wiseacre made it in the 
fifth or sixth century, and boldly 
changed 6 into Ses. 

“ if? says Archbp. Newcome®, 
“we read ds, he who, we havea 
construction like Mar. iv. 25, 
Luke viii. 18. Rom. vili, 32.’ 
3ut had his Lordship consulted 
our learned clergyman he would 
have told him that that ‘could not 
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be the true reading, for “* it pro- 
duced dunnright nonsense.” 

Of what | advanced to shew 
that Trinitarianism was the spirit 
of antichrist he has not cited a 
sentence, or offered a word to 


ret! its the truth of i therelore 


romeirns uncontroverted, 
- | ] > c ry , 
Acts NNe a ive INUAE SOTTIC 
1 t+ , , ‘ i? , . 
observations on the passage as it 
stands, ana also observe that }t.- 


steud of °° the church of God,” 
some of the ancient versions road, 
* the church of the Lord.” and 
the Syriac, which os of the highest 


antiquity and authority, reads, 


, 


“the church of the Messiah.’ 
All this the clerevman has 
theught it most prudent to puss 
over without aby observation. 
Phe reason of which will be ob. 
vious to the reader if he will take 
the trouble of reierring to the 
assave*, 
Ile asserts, indeed, that, ** The 
answer which J. M. gives to Acts 
ex. 28, is a mere quibble.” A 
reply which the most ignorant 
blockhead could casiiy make to 
the most profound argument that 
ever came from the pen of man. 
He thon makes avery wise appeal 
to any man, whether the words 
of the present translation do not 
stan! as they do, and to account 
for the expression, “ The blood 
vt God,” be has recourse to his 
wsual wosupposted = subtertuge, 
that ‘* God and man being one 
Christ, the blood of Christ, al. 
though the bluod of the mana Jesus, 
(ant consequently not the blood 
of God, as he says the text asserts 
aot be) is sivkd the blood of 
God. Archbishop Newcome’s 
rendering is “ ‘The church of the 
Lord, &c.” 
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ut we must come to something 
more Important. | have supposed 
an ellipsis: here this proud, bluse 
tering Champion takes his stand, 
brandishing his sword with au air 
of dehance ; but the reader will 
presently see whether a sine and 
a stone will not. bring him to the 
ground, and turn his msuiting tre 
umph into Coniusion aud shame. 

The passage is such a masters 
piece of criucism and argument 
that I will not injure the learned 
divine by omitting any part of it; 
itis as follows: ** liy the assiste 
ance however of a conventent 
ellipsis, or some similar CONLIN. 
ance, a Socinian will persuade 
himselt, whatever he may do 
others, that a text means the very 
reverse of what unlettered Chrise 
lians would suppose it to mean, 
In support of his ellipsis, he ad- 
duces 1 John ii, 5, aud says, that 
the only antecedent to de was 
manifested is the father in verse 
1: but the Father, even accord. 
ine to the Trinitarian scheme was 
not manifested ; therefore ke must 
be referred to Christ, though he u 
nut menttoned in the contest. I 
deny that the antecedent to he was 
rranifested is the Father, This 
passage is exactly parallel to that 
in Acts. In both, God is the 
antecedent: both consequently 
prove Christ to be God.”? That 
the texts are parallel is admitted, 
and that that verse reiers to Christ 
is also admitted; but the clergy- 
man denies that an ellipsis is ne- 
cessary to make out that applica- 
tion, aud aflirms that the ante. 
cedent to he was manifested, 
v. 5, is God, and that that God is 
not the Father. Here we are at, 
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issue, and here unfortunately his 
‘God and man being one Christ,” 
will afford him no assistance, But 
let us examine his exposition of 
tis passaye, he has given it at 
large, as toliows. ** Behold, what 
menner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.” ‘That is, 
says the clergyman, of Chrest, of 
God the Son. “ Therefore the 
world knoweth us not, because it 
knew not bim: (viz. God)’ not 


God the Father; but God the 
Son. ‘* Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God;’’ that is, of God 


the Son, and to follow the reason- 
jng oj the apostle, ** If sons, then 
heirs, bes of God the Son, and 
joint beirs with Jesus Christ of 
God the Son.” If in this passage 
the phrase ‘* sons of God” means 
the sons of Jesus Christ, as the 
clergyman asserts, no reason can 
be assigned why the same phrase, 
in every other place where it oc. 
curs, should not have the same 
meaning. Jesus Christ, then, and 
not the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is the father of Christians, 
and consequently the father of 
Christ himself also, for he ex. 
pressly says to his disciples I 
ascend to my Father and to your 
Father, to my God and to your 
God.’ Again, when our Lord 
taught lis disciples to pray, saying 
* Our Father,’”? by lather, upon 
the clergyinan’s hypothesis, he 
must bave meant himself. What 
a bold attack is this upon the 
paternal character of the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! ‘That 
character with all the grace and 
all the mercy connected with and 
arising out of it, as also all the 
worship aud reverence due to hin, 
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is here transferred to Jesus Christ. 
But what does it signify what be. 
comes of the honour and worship 
of the only true God, provided 
the divinity and supreme worship 
of Jesus Christ be but maintained ; 
secing, according to the clergyman’s 
system, we owe all our obligations 
to Jesus, and but tor him, lds 
God would have consigned us all 
to everlasting perdition! To what 
will Trinitarianism lead! But it 
isgone; one of the relative dise 
tinctions in the Deity is done 
away; there is no Fatuer in the 
Godhead distinct trom the Son, 
in whom both the characters are 
united, and of course that also of 
Itoly Spirit, so that the clergy. 
man in endeavouring to support 
the doctrine of the ‘Trinity has 
reasoned himself into rank Sabel- 
lianism. 

Having taken a review of the 
clergyman’s interpretation of this 
passage, let the reader judge whee 
ther either the word father orGod 
in v, 1,2. can possibly be the 
antecedent to he was manifested 
to take away our sins; and whee 
ther weare not under the necessity 
of supposing an ellipsis in v. 5. and 
reading he, Christ, was manifested ; 
and that the same ellipsis is ne- 
cessary to be supposed in v. 16, 
and Acts xx. 28. if the present 
reading of that text Is retained ; 
and that consequently neither of 
those teats proves Christ to. be 
God, 

“From Col, i. 15—17. (says. 
the clergyman) I had asserted that 
Christ was the pre-existent Cree 
ator of the universe.”’ This is not 
true, his words are, “ The New 
Testament writers assert,* ” which 
is a very different thing from Ais 
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asserting. What he may choose to 
assert is of no consequence ; wnat 
they assert is of infinite Import. 
ance. Were I inclined to it, [ 
could play upon the clergy man’s 
word assert in this connexion, as 
he has done upon my using the 
word demonstrated, and retort, 
“ The framers of systems are vory 
apt to fancy that to be asserted hy 
the New Testament writers which 
‘That the 
New Testament writers have not 
asserted any thing like what the 
clergyman says they assert is fully 
proved by his own explanation. 
* "his assertion,” he adds, “J. 
M. denies on the ground, that 
preecxistent Creator, 
and universe do not eccur in the 
text.” | deny that Jesus Christ 


they wish to establish.’ 


the words 


sary where stsled the Creator of 


the universe; or that the term 
Creator 
and | arypyn itt » ANY one whether 
Paul's enumeration in that. text 
can be applied to the universe. 
Tiis words are, not he created 
all things: buat. * By dim were all 
things created—whether thrones 
or dominions, or principalities or 
Are these expressions sy- 
bonynrous with the term wnrverse ? 

1 shall reter the readcr to the 
observations of Mr. Belsham on 
the beginnmg of Johan's gospel, in 
his post excellent letter to Mr. 
Carpenter, contained in the same 
number of the Repository with 
the letter of the clergyman, In 
the setter whteh be has promised, 
we shall no doubt have as lucid 
an exposinion of the passage in 
the Col SSiuuhs, which [ wil] not 
Anticipate®. Let 
Suppose (as the clergyman does) 
that John, ch. 1. 3. 1s deseribing 
the Herd, as the Maker of all 


Is evr ap) hed to him: 


wiWwe "as 
} I 


us, however, 
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things; and put the passage into 
language suited to that idea, and 
then see whether that can be its 
meaning. ** He (the word) was 
the maker of all things, and with. 
out him (the maker of 1t) was not 
one thing made, that was made,” 
Admirable sense! worthy of the 
learning of the clergyman, and of 
the system he is endeavouring to 
support. 

** Perhaps J. M. (says the cler- 
gyman) may be assisted in his 
inquiries by comparing together 
the beginning of Genesis and the 
beginning of St. John’s gospel. 
Muses teaches us that the world 
was created by Jehovah. St. Jolin 
assures us that all things were 
made by the Word, that he was 
in the world, and the world was 
made by him.” 

What a ‘** daring misquo- 
tation!” Moses says, Elohim 
created 5 but the clergyman can 
easily transmute Elohim or Adon, 
or, perhaps, any other word, into 
Jehovah, and then assert that 
those words are the words of the 
sacred writers when they mani. 
festly are not. But in this trans- 
mutation there is no small degre 
“of sophistry.” He is compar- 
ing the beginning of Genesis with 
the beginning of John, and would 
evidently insinuate by changing 
Moses’s word Elohim into Jeho- 
rah that, not the frue Jehovah of 
the Old Testament but, his fictitrs 
ous Jehovah, the Messenger, which 
he says is Christ, was the Creator 
of all things. For this purpose 
also, finding in John i. 10. “ The 
world was made by him,” to 
make the comparison more com- 
plete, he changes the words of 
Moses, ** The heavens aad the 
earth,” into “ the world.” J will 


* See M, Repos, yol. it. p. 591.—Fd, 
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venture to say that a more “ gross 
translation and misrepresentation” 
than this cannot be produced. 
But on that obscure passage, 
John i. 10. I shall propose a 
conjecture, and | propose it only 
as such; at the same iime it ap- 
pears to me to be uatural oad 
necessary. Here no doubt the 
Clergyman will be alaried at 
the apprehension of some ** Suci- 
nian” ellipsis, or some similar 
coutrivance to make the text 
mean the very reverse of what 
unlettered Christians would sup. 
pose it to mean.”? I shall not 
however be deterred by his blus- 
icring from stating what appears 
satisfactory to my Own mind, 
Mr. Belsham has remarked, in 
the letter before referred to, 
“That though the word yivouwas 
occurs upwards of 700 tnfes in 
the New Testament there is not 
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one instance in which it signifies 
to creatc*.” It is rendered was 
in the Oth v. . ** There was a 
man,” and so I would render it 
in the 10th v. and conjecture that 
there 1s an eilipsis which ought to 
be supplied trom the preceding 
verse; thus, ** That was the true 
light which lehteth every man 
that cometh tito the world. ‘He 
was in the world, and the world 
was enlightened by him, aud the 
world knew him not.’? What 
strengthens this conjecture io my 
mind is, that all that is said of 
Jesus mv. 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
evidently relates.to him while he 
was hcre on this earth. or as the 
10:h v. expresses it, while * he 
was in the world.’’ 
Iam, Sir, 
Your's, 


J. M. 


TO VACCINATION. ; 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, London, Feb. 1808. 
The following facts are im- 


portant in a varicty of ways; it 


you think them deserving of pub- 
lication in the Monthly Reposi- 
tory I should be obliged to you 
to give them insertion. 

It has been ascertained, 

Ist. Adinitting that a variety 
of untortunate events have incur. 
red in consequence of vaccination, 
viz. Inflammation of the vaccinat- 
ed arm, cutaneous eruptions, 
and subsequent small pox; such 
events have not happened so often 
as once in thirtean hundred Cases. 


* Page 545. 


Qdly. ‘That where one person 
has caught the smail pox after 
having been vaccinated, twenty 
nine would have died under the 
usual mode of inoculation for the 
small pox. 

3dly. That at Ringwood, in 
Essex, [Hampshire] where the 
small pox has lately prevailed 
to an extreme degree, one in 
eighty of those inoculated, has 
died, and neatly one half of those 
who caught the disease natural. 
ly. 
Athly. That from one child 
inoculated for the small pox, 
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seventeen persons caught the dis. 
cause, of whom eight died; and 
from another child inoculated at 
the Smatl Pox Hospital, the 
loathsome disease was propagated 
among twelve more, some of 
whom died in consequence, 

Sihly. That no tewer than 
4500 " persons were inoculated 
at the Small Pox Hospital during 
the year 1807, all of whom were 
required to attend at that place 
several times during the continu. 
ance of the disease upon ther ; 
sothat 4500 focuses of conta. 
gion were repeatediv perambulate 
bog the streets of this metropolis, 
much to the honour of the govers 
nors of that) Jlospital and to 
the interest of our king and coun- 
try. 


* 


6thly and lastly. That wether 
the bills of mortality only, there 
died of the small pox last year, 
1297 persons, every one ot whose 
lives might have been spared to 
their families and triends, had 
they undergone the benign prac- 
tice of vaccination. 

Of the Cow Pock it may be 
truly said in the words of the im- 
mortal Locke ; 

Extrorsit Lachesi cultros ; Pestique ve- 
nenum 
Abstulit, et nullos nunc sinit esse metus, 
Post tot mille neces cumulataque funera 
busto, 
Victa jacet parvo vulnere dira lues. 
lam, Xc. 
A well wisher to 
JENNERIANISNS 





SOCINUS. 
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To the Fuitor of the Monthly Repository. 


str, Hackney, Feb. 12, 1808. 
Your correspondent’s account, 

of the last Repository), 
two books of Creilius, de 
Uno Deo, said io have been print. 


- ] 
; av 
i oo uel 


ed In Kosmobure, ar the sign of 
the Sun-beams, im the year 1665, 
and of which T have a copy, with 
the title-page printed im red letters, 
erninded me of a small work 
which Lhave, entitled “ The life 
of that incomparable man, Faus- 
tus Socinus, Sencnsis, described 
bya Poloman Rmght. Whereunto 
8 added, an excelh nt Discourse, 
which the same Author would have 
had prenaise d to the Works ot So. 
cinus; together with a Catalogue 
of those works. London: printed 
for Kachard Moone aithe Seven 


Stars, in Paul’s Church-yard, 
Deer the great north doore, 1053.” 
It is not Impossible but that a 
Bookseller of the name of Auone 
might live in St. Paul’s Churche 
yard, in the seventeenth century, 
but Lam rather inclined to think 
that this book, which I believe is 
how scarce, atlords another ine 
stance of the necessity that the 
iriends of free inquiry of those 
lines were under of resorting to 
a variety of expedients to preserve 
themselves trom the animadvere- 
sions of their illiberal and pers 
secuting neighbours, 

Dr. Toulmin, in his preface, 
informs us that he was led to write 
the life of Socinus, by the perusal 
of some account of him, in the 


* We are indebted to this unknown correspondent for the “ Report of the 
Royal Jcnnerian Society,” which wul be found amongst the LNT ERLIGRNCE. 
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works of Przipcovius, a Polish 


Knight. ‘This small volume is 
probably a translation of so much 
of that as relates to that 
eminent reformer. If you think 
the Jist, prefixed to this book, of 
the works of Socinus, and which 
ave 28 in number, would be ins 
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teresting to any of your readers, it 
shall, at any future time, be 
copied for you with pleasure. 
Wishing success to the Repository, 
I am. Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
S. P. 


ee 





NO POPERY. 


a 


For the Monthly Repository. 


The late outcry of “No Popery,”’ 
which originated in the agitation 
of the political question respecting 
the Catholic emancipation, has 
induced R. F. in the number for 
December last, vol. 2. p. 635. to 
raise an alartn against the spirit of 
Popery, as having * taken up its 
abode in our churches, chapels, 
and meeting-houses;” and so 
much is his imagination haunted 
with the terrors of Popery that it 
presents to his view “ the depart- 
ed spirit of Rome*”? among every 
denomination of Christians 
cepting those who adopt Unitarian 
{that is, his own) sentiments. 

The design of this paper is to 
quiet, if possible, R. F.’s) ground. 
less alarms, by removing the false 
mirror through which they are 
presented to his view. In order 
to eflect this desirable object, we 
need not take a survey of the in- 
side of every church, chapel, 
and meeting-house in the united 
kingdoms. = It will be suicient to 
confine our attention to the two 
denominaions of Christians which 
R. F. has selected by name from 
the rest. Ile appears to be of- 


C\. 


* R. FP. gives no proof of the clearness of his mental sight when he 
the church of Rome as divested of her persecuting spirit, because she is 


of Ler power to exercise it. 


fended with the church of FEng- 
lund because she enjoys exclu. 
sively all places and pensions under 
government, but does he suppose 
that this circumstance, however 
condemnable in itsclf, will induce 
his readers to close their eyes to 
obvious facts, and blindly swallow 
his invidious comparison between 
the ehurch of England and the 
cuurch of Rome? Are we to 
thank the Romish  ecclesiasti¢s 
for the religious liberty that now 
prevails in France? Was it under 
their auspices that this amazing 
revolution happened? No, it is 
the fiend of infidelity that has, 
though with the worst intentions, 
rendered Christianity this service 
by stripping the whore of Babylon 
ol the power she once possessed 
over the nations. And can R, F. 
without blushing, prophane the 
cause of civil liberty by associat. 
ing it with the tyrant of the Con- 
tinent? under whose mild and 
gentle sway the inhabitants of 
France are violeutly torn from 
their native plains, from all that is 
dear to them, and for what? * to 
be trusted with the defence of their 
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country i” No, but to be sa- 
— to the lawless will of an 
usurper, whose  prodigality of 
human ‘ood is only bounded by 
his restless and insatiable ambi- 
tion. 

{f am as much a friend to civil 
and religious liberty as R. F. can 
be, and sufler as great a privavion 
of my civil privileg ves trom the 
penal laws ; butt though the penal 
laws are, undoubtedly, an abridg- 
ment of the civil rights of the 
subject, | am not conscious of 
any new infringment of those 
rights by the Legislature, nor of 
any fresh declaration by if, ex- 
pressive of distrust tow: ards Pro. 
testant Dissenters, to je fy the 
alarm soured by Rv] an alarm 
that is not ca:culated to promote 
that mutual good-will between 
the church and Dissenters whieh 
it as desirable that they should 
entertain. I[t is well for R. F. 
that he is in England, though 
without place or pension ; if he 
had, in France, condemned, with 
equal treedom, the cenduct or 
government of Napoleon, he 
would have been better qualified 
tu appreciite the respective merits 
of the French and British gue 
verninents, 

Net having read the works of 
Overton and Daubeny, [ cannot 
judge of their merits; but are all 
the members of a church to be 
condemned for one or two blind 
ealots? las R. F. never read 
or heard of a Hoadly, a Jortin, 
a Newcome, a Pale y- and a Wat. 
son, all dignitaries of the same 
church. } shall quit this part of 
my subject with observing that 
there is a danger, which it is well 
to guard against, of mistaking the 
spirit of faction for the spirit of 
hberty. 


‘“‘ T trace the departed spirit of 
Rome also,” says R. Fb. ‘* where 
it is the least suspected to take up 
its residence, and find it lurking 
with an ill grace under the broad 
brim and plain garb of our Qua. 
ker friends; and when I read the 
proceedings of the society against 
Hannah Barnard, when 1 find 
those ornaments of human nature, 
a Rathbone and a Matthews, are 
of the disowned, I call, with a 
louder voice, No Popery, 
Fricnds.’”? And by the next pa- 
ragraph it appears that by “ the 
departed spirit” is meant “ the 
persecuting spirit for which the 
church of Rome has been so 
crminently distinguished.” Phis is 
a very serious charge, and if well- 
founded would fully justify all 
R. Fits alacms ¢ let us therefore 
examine its validity. ‘The dis. 
Lingus ng trait of th e persecu ting 
Romish church ts its endeavour 
violently to force into, and to retain 
in its pale, by bodily pains and 
penalties, persons whose consci- 
ences will not suder them to join 
in communion With it, because it 
has as they believe, departed, in 
its ecclesiastical polity, and several 
of its doctrines from the purity of 
the apostolic church. If R. PF. 
have discovered, among theFriends, 
or among any other denomination 
of Christians, an cudeavour vid-« 
lently to force inte, or to retaia 
in their communion, persons who 
differ from them in vpinion, $0 
lar, and no farther, has he disco. 
vered the Romish spirit of perse- 
cution; but nothing he has yet 
advanced brings this charge home 
to any Protestant Christian so- 
ciety 1 these kingdoms, including 
the church of Englhiid which, in 
its ecclesiastica! polity, assimilates 
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nearer than the rest to the church 
of Rome. 
Persecution cannot be justified 
by any diversity of religious opi- 
non; not even Atheism itself is 
ainenable to the coercive power 
of the civil magistrate until its 
abettor endeavours to disturb the 
morals and peace of society; but 
I hope R. F. will not attach the 
charge of persecution to the Friends 
or any other religious society, un- 
less they retain Atheists and Deists 
ia religious tellowship with them ; 
he may say that the persons men- 
tioned by him are neither Atheists 
nor Deists; whether they are or 
are not the argument is not aflect- 
ed by it, for if it be persecution 
to disown or exclude them from a 
religious society on account of 
difference of sentiment, it isequally 
so to disown an Atheist or Deist 
for the same reason. As I sus. 
pect R. FP. has hastily condemned 
the Friends on ex parte evidence, 
1 would recommend him in tu- 
ture to sum up the evidence on 
hoth sides of a question before he 
again unsolicited, the 
province of a judge. ‘This is an 
uivantage not always granted to 
Reviewers, whose decision on the 
character of a work is often de. 
nanded before they can p issibly 
hnow what the party, against 
whom it is written, has to say in 
his defence. In this delicate situ. 
ition the Monthly Reviewers have 
been recently placed ; when they 
published their critique on the 
conduct of the’ Friends towards 
Hannah Barnard, as it was repre- 
sented by her advocates, they pro- 
nounced a sentence of condemua- 
tion against the society tor its pro- 


assumes, 


* Monthly Review 1807, vol ¢2, p. 
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ceedings in that case. They have 
however since bad an opportunity 
of examining the evidence on the 
Other side, and what is the result? 
** Some of the principles of Han- 
nah Barnard,” say they, “ ap. 
pear to be deistical, and we are 
not surprised that the society 
should refuse to afford them their 
sanction.” Again, “ Her refusal 
to acknowledge the miracles, and 
her expressed disbelief of the ree 
surrection of Clirist, amount toa 
proof of Deisin which cisqualified 
her from being a preacher to a 
Christian Society*.” Such is the 
corrected iudgment of the Monthly 
Review; to which I shall only 
add, that so far were the Friends 
from manifesting any personal ani- 
mosity towards HH. B. that, con. 
sidering her claims on them, as 
a stranger, In a foreign land, they 
offered to provide her with suite 
able accommodations on her Ine 
tended return to America, and to 
defray the expense of her pase 
sacet. This appears, it must be 
confessed, with very ‘al grace,” 
when considered asa trait of “ the 
departed spirit of Rome.” La- 
mentable indeed would it be, if 
we were to search in vain beyond 
the limits of the Society of Fnends 
fer vital Christiamity or respecta. 
bility of character; and | know 
not which would most demand our 
pity, the iyuoerance or the bigotry 
of that individual who could for 
a moment entertain such a con- 
tracted idea; so that it is possible 
fora Matthews and a Rathbone to 
be ornaments to human nature, 
and yet not to be of the same sen- 
timents as the Friends, and that 
they were not their conduct had 


AIO, 41f, 


+ See Bevans’s Defence of the Christian Doctrine of the Sockty of Friends, 


&c. p. 23 and 24. 
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sufficiently evinced® betore the 
Society took any steps towards 
disown? them. 

The difference between the 
Unitarians and Trinitarians being 
of ackhnonledecd lisportance, bit’. 


cause it extends to the oby ct of 


their worship, it appears little 
short of an abdication of religious 
principle for any of the former to 
endeavour to intrude themselves 
into religious fellowship with the 
latter, whose worship must, in 
their view, be idolatrous; and 
when R. F. or his friends feel 
their geal kindled against the ‘Trt- 
nitarlans for acting more consist. 
ently, by rejecting such intruders, 


tyswer to a Modest Querist. 


or for not adopting Unitarran 
princely ples $s, hk t them check the 
impetuosity of their zeal by a re. 
collection of the alarm that has 
been reverberated in our cars, of 
‘¢ No Popery, Friends.”’ 

t should not have obtraded 
these few hints in reply to R. F. 
for insertion in the Monthly Re. 
positery, had not some of the 
positions advanced by him ap. 
peared to me not only erroneous, 
but even hostile to the rights of 
private judgment, consequently 
subversive of the cause he pro- 
fesses to defend. 


A PROTESTANT? 


ee ee 


RErLY To “A MODEST 


QUERIST.”’ LETTER II, 


— ee 


lo the Lauor of the 


srk, Varch 8, 1808. 

As you have 
publish my letter on Popular 
Preaching, I 1 
to take a littic turther potice ol 


» thoug uht proper to 
cl some inclination 


the objections to the plan and 
conductol the * Unitarian Fund,” 
which ap pes ir to have }™ rples: { cl 
the mind of ** A Modest ¢ rue ris 

Your « respondent asks in hits 
eccond (dur ry, 

“Who is to be responsible for the 
jcalousies, contentions, and feuds, which 
Unitarian preaching is sure to be at- 
tended with, if missionaries are sent 
into towns and villages to assemble the 
_ } . hea ve 
inhabitants for the express purpose of 
improving their minds?” 

i beg leave lowanswer, f iam. MN 
Lhe cuse SUP] Mscad, toe Poiabtacagee rs 
of the Fund will be res 
if th \ neglect due Gileciice to 
ascertain not only the piety and 
virtue, but also the juden 
discretion of those 


hint and 
Who) they 


the e- 
. ea 


th « ft his statcment. 


* The publications of Matthews and R athbone afferd : 


Monthly Repository. 

employ. Next, the missionarics 
themselycs ‘if instead of speaking 
the truth in love, under the guid. 
anee of a sound mind and a pure 
heart they disappoint just expec- 
tations by indulging to any Ime 
proprietics in their public or pri- 
vate conduct, and so suffer their 
cood to be evil spoke n ct. If 
both these, as L trust they ever 
will be, are blarocless, then the 
responsibility will rest with those 
inl ee ints of “towns and vile 
lages > whose minds are 80 unhape 
pily organized as to change the 

nutriment of the gospel into pole 
son, and whio, like seme iw our 
Lord’s time, convert an instru. 
ment of peace into a weapon of 
contention. 1 have no other 
soluiron of his difficulty to ofler 
the Querist, I wish this may 
be satisfactory; and, ind ed, I 
think it probable thut long betore 


atisfactory evidence of 
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this time his own reflection on a 
re-consideration ot the subject, has 
supplied the same. 

But your correspondent pro- 
ceeds to revive a | question which 
I had supposed to be for ever set 
at rest among consistent Noncon- 
formists ; he says, 

« When men act by a divine commis- 
sion they are completely exonerated from 
ali responsibility of this kind; but will 
any pica of zeal for the promotion of 
truth be sufficient to justify uncommissi- 
oned teachers? Or can Unitavians vin- 
dicate themselves by any arguments 
that will not equally justify any sectarian 
whatever for disturbing the peace of a 
neighbourhood, under pretence of im- 
proving the minds of the people?’ 

Ile goes on to offer the follow. 
gas his third query. 

“Is it enough to allege that a 
preacher is fully convinced of the truth 
of his opinions in order to exculpate him 
in his officious zeal to convert his fellow 
Christians to his own sentiments ? Can- 
not independent and Methodist preach- 
ers vindicate themselves upon the same 
grounds, whatever strife or confusion 
they may occasion ? ” 

1 quite agree with the  Querist” 
that Unttarian missionaries have 
no justification bué what is com- 
mon to ** Independent or Metho- 
dist preachers,’ or “fany sectarian 
whatever’? nor do they require 
any other. | hope that very few 
among us would be backward to 
vindicate Christians otf a creed 
the furthest from our own in any 
well-designed attempts to propu- 
gate what they, and not what we, 
may esteem to be the truth, If 
such propagandists forget the 
maxim ** be wase as serpents, and 
harmless as doves,” they are cer- 
tainly to be blamed. Yet, after 
all, ** disturbing the peace of a 
neighbourhood,” and occasioning 
“ strife and confusion” may'really 
mean nothing more than an in 
ter;uption of thut calm state of 
religious indifference which, who- 
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ever ventures to disturb, mus? 
expect to be charged with “ offi 
clous zeal ’’ at the least. Com- 
plaints against such intruders are 
almost as old as Christianity: 
these men who have turned the 
world upside down are come hi- 
ther also. 

As to men acting “ by adivine 
commission, ’? the Querist well 
knows that no such a case can 
now occur. Whether men teach 
the divine law, as Moses recom. 
mended to his people, sitting m 
the house, or walking by the way, 
whether, from the pulpit or the 
press, all are equally ** uncom- 
missioned teachers,” acting, each 
under the guidance of his own 
conscience, which he should ene 
deavour to preserve as pure and 
enlightened as possible. 

Were I discussing this subject 
with a member of the established 
church, I should be disposed to 
refer him to the famous Jeremy 
Taylor to be taught * the liberty 
of prophesying.”’ But it would be 
awhkwardto send on such a mission 
to a favourite prelate of Charles 
J. a modern Nonconformist, and 
especially one, as IT must sup. 
pose your correspondent to be, 
1s protected, not even by 
tolerating laws, but only by a 
general acquiescence in the pros 
pricty of any man’s becoming 
a teacher of religion, who can 
find another man willing to be 
taught. I will remind 
lim of a well-known story, res 
specting another prelate, and his 


i 
own sense will make the 


howe rT 


ovod 
application, 
In the rego of Charles If, 
wben the nation justly apprehend. 
cd the re-establishment of Popery, 
Jijlutson was unexpectedly called 
to preach betore the king. Alarm. 
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ed by the proselyting zeal of the 
he could adapt to thetimes, and in 
the course of the sermon he ha- 
garded the following sentiments. 
‘1 cannot think (all I be better in- 
formed which | am always ready to be) 
that any pretence of conscience ware 
rants any man, that is not extraor- 
dinarily commissioned, as the apostles 
and first publishers of the gospel were, 
aed cannot justify that commission by 
miracles, as they did, to affront the 
establiched religion of a nation, though 
it be false, and open'y to draw men off 
from the profession of it, in contempt of 
the magistrate and the law. All that 

per-ons of a different religion can, m 
such a case reasonably pretend to, 1s to 
enjoy the private liberty and exercise of 
their own conscience and religion, for 
which they ought to be very thankful, 
and to forbear the open making of pro- 
sclytes to their own religion (though 
they be never so sure, that they are in 
the right) till either they have an ex- 
traordinary commission trom God to 
that purpose, or the providence of God 
make way for it by the permission of 
the magistrate.”’ 

During the delivery of this dis. 
course, Charles, no doubt, wearied 
with royal cares, bad induiged to 
repose, At the close of the sere 
vice a nobleman said to bim * "lis 
pity your Majesty slept ; for we 
had the rarest piece of Ldobbism 
that ever vou heard im your life,” 
alluding to the doctrine imputed 
to the Philosopher of AMlalmsbury, 
that religion is the creature of the 
magistrate, 

According to enother account 
we courtier jogged the king dur. 
g sermon-lme, saying ** Sir! 

ir! deo you hot hear Myr Hobbes 

. . ley +’ 
Im the pulpit, 


t) 
i 
S 
Odstish? exe 
claimed the monarch, de shail 
print. ‘Tillotson on the publica. 
tion of his sermon, presented a 
copy, among others of his Inend’s, 
to Mr. Jolin liowe, the c lebrated 
Noncontormist, who soon discov. 


ered that the author in his zal 


1 


Answer to a Alodest Querisé. 


against Popery had unwittingly 
impeached the Protestant refor. 
mation. Hle drew up an €\ pos: 
tulatory letter, which ‘Tillotson 
and he agreed to discuss on an 
excursion to a frena’s house in 
the country. As they Jourmed Mr, 
llowe “onlarg d upon the Son Lents 
of bis letter”? ull bis friend “ at 
length tell to weeping freely, 
and said, that it was the most un- 
happy thing that bad a ong time 
befallen him; and that he saw 
what he bad offered was not to be 
maintained.” ‘Phis story which, 
upon the whole, brings no dis 
credit on the character of Fillot. 
son, is to be tound in several 
publications. | take it from 
Birch’s Life of the Archbishop. 
(2 Ed. 59—67.) 

If a ** Modest Querist” has 
erred with this excellent prelate, 
I trust that, like his illustrious 
prototype, he will do himself ho. 
nour by a speedy recantation. 
The doctriie which he has strong. 
ly insinuated in the form of Que- 
res, IS not more hostile to the 
objects of the Unitarian tund than 
to those of the Unitarian socictes, 


or indeed of any man, or body ot 


ncn Who would inculcate, on an 
erribg or careless Masorily, the 
duty ol religious consideration and 
lree inquiry. 

When i began this second let- 
ter ] fully designed to take leave 
of your cCorespondent at the 
close of it. But the lenoth ta 
which J} have rambied admonishes 
me to leave off, though abruptly. 
1 may perbaps make another exe 
periment on your courtesy, and 
try whether you can admit a few 
“* more last words,” 

trom yours, 


IGNOTUS. 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 





THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN BAPTIST TO JESUS, 


AND CRITi- 


CISM ON JOHN vi. 62. 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


sir, FEaland, Feb. 17, 1808. 

Permit me, through the chan- 
nel of your excellent publication, , 
to offer to your Norwich corre- 
spondent, (see vol. 111. p. 38) a 
solution of his difficulty, for which 
{ am indebted to the Theological 
Repository formerly published by 
Dr. Priestley. It is, that the Bap- 
tist, when he says in respect to 
Jesus (John 1. 31, 33) “I knew 
bim not,’’ is to be understood as 
meaning—not that he had had no 
personal acquaimtance with Jesus 
before his baptism, but—that he 
was not even then exactly ap- 
prized of the character) which 
Jesus was to sustain. Jt will be 


remembered, that the testimeny 


of John was, that this his great 
successor was intrusted with a 


commission more important than 
his own (and theretore in the 
divine destination his superior, 
nd consequently one who had 
ven and continued to be, the ob- 
rect of his most serious meditation, 
15. 27) and that his own bu- 
ness Was mere ly to announce 
the coming of this more illustrious 
personage, aud to prepare the way 
r dts reception. Your corre- 
poudent will pardon me if I as. 
ert, that it does not appear that 
John bore witness to, or even 
knew Jesus as “ the promised 
Messiah.’? The highest expres- 
sion he uses concerning Jesus is, 


‘] bear record that this is the 


Son of God.” And that there 
were, at least in the opinion of the 
Jews, some ideas annexed to the 
character of “ Messiah ’? which 
were not connected with that of 
** Son of God,’’ seems plain from 
this consideration: that Jesus, 
while, during his personal minis- 
try, he repeatedly declared him- 
self to be the Son of God, in ge- 
neral studiously avoided declaring 
himself to be the Messiah, and 
forbade his apostles at that time 
to proclaim him as such (no doubt, 
as Mr. Locke has abundantly 
proved, that he might not become 
an object of suspicion to the Ro- 
man government.) And it need 
not be wondered at, that Jolin 
should not be fully acquainted 
with the character which Jesus 
Was (o sustain, as it plainly ap. 
pears that be was not fully aware 
of hisown: for, when interrogated 
by the Jewish messengers, * whe- 


ther he were either Elias himselt 


or the prophet foretold by Ma. 
lachi under that name,’’ he po- 
sitively asserted ‘ that he was 
not,” (John 1. 21,) and yet our 
Lord himself expressly asserted 
afterwards that John the Baptist 
was the Elias who was to come, 
(Mat. xi. 14.) It appears that 
Jobn, even when his ministry was 
concluded, did not know exactly 
what Jesus was: for, while in 
prison, he sent two of bis disciples 
(on hearing of the works of Jesus) 
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on purpese to put to him the 
question, Art thou he that 
should come, or do we look for 
unother?”? A question which 
seems but ill interpreted as the 
language ot Impatience at his con- 
finement, and as expressing a 
wish that Jesus would effect his 
deliverance from it; butit is the 
natural language of doubt and un- 
certainty as to the character which 
Jesus sustained. And to this very 
question it is plain that Jesus 
avoided giving an explicit answer ; 
for he only directed the messen- 
gers to report to their master the 
iniracles which on that occasion 
were wrought in their presence, 
and left it to him to form his own 
conclusions from them as to the 
precise character of him by whom 
they were performed. Now, if it 
may be allowed that the Baptist, 
even at the close of his ministry, 
did not fully know what was the 
character and office of Jesus, it 
cannot be wondered- at that be 
should not be acquainted here. 
with in the early part ot it. This 
then is the soluuen of your cor- 
respondent's difficulty, which is 
ably supported in the work before 
roberred l hope that it wall 
prove satisiactory. 
Permit me, Sir, 
of the present Opporiunity to in. 
treat the ser tention of your 
readers 10 & most valuable Pub- 
lication, by the Rev. John Simp. 
Bath, on the mi aning ot 


the words, * devil, angel, heaven,” 


to. 
fo make use 


rhaus a 


aon ol 


-- ——— oe 


Testimony of Joku Batispt to Jesus. 


and others used in scripture; 
at the close of which is acriticism 
oh John vi. 62, which is worthy 
of very diligent consideration, 
Leaving out the word ‘* what,” 
he translates the passage to this 
efiect; ¥4f?’ (or when) “ye shall 
see the Son of Man ascend up 
where be was before,” (that is, 
risen from the dead, and appear. 
ing among the living) “ then shall 
ve know ” (for the author sup- 
poses the passage to be elliptical, 
and recommends filling it up m 
this manner, so that it may evie 
dently appear to be parallel with 
John viii. 28,) “ then shall ye 
know that ft is the spirit which 
quickeneth,” &c. For the res 
matider of the criticism I beg 
leave to refer to the book itself; 
and shall only add, that the awk. 
ward combination of _ particles 
‘and if,” in Jolin vi. 62, and 
Mat. xxiv. 48, appears to me to 
be a corruption of the old particle 
‘an if;”? which, as well as the 
particle “an”? by itself, most cer- 
tainly conveyed, at the time when 
the present translation of the bi. 

le was made, the very same idea 
which we now express by the 
single particle * if.” 

With hearty wishes for the in- 
creasing and extensive usefulness 
oj the Monthly Repository, 

lam, Sir, 
\ours sincerely, 


J. 'T. 


ee 


TESTIMONY OF JOUN RAPTIST TO JESUS. 
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yer the Rditor of the 

SIR, Feb. 13, 1808, 

In re ply to an Ts r respect. 
mg the testimony of the Baptist 


Monthly Repository. 


to Jesus, (vol, ili. p. 38) accept 
of, or reject the following observa 
tons, as you shail judge of their 
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Testinon: 


tendency to reconcile the two 
accounts of Matthew and Jolin. 
Phis appears very much to de- 
pend upon what the harbinger of 
Jesus intended when he said that 
he knew him not till he was bap- 
ized. Here then it is to be ob- 
served, that the terms fo know or 
not to know a person, in Jewish 
phraseology, were designed to ex- 
press, not a mere knowledge or 
ignorance of the person, but the 


‘opinion of, or testimony given to 


him. Of this you have various 
instances in the Old and New 
Ps. i. 6, ** The Lord 


’ 


‘Testament. 
knoweth the way of the righteous,’ 
plainly means, he approveth of 
their way ; will bear testimony to 
it in judgment; and is prepared 
to reward it. When Jesus was 
on trial for his life, the apostle 
Peter is found saying, “ I snow 
not the man.” By this he could 
not nean to assert that he hnew 
not the person or pretensions of 
Jesus; for this knowledge, if he 
had not possessed it before, he 
must have acquired at the trial ; 
and it was a knowledge which all 
present possessed. ile plainly in- 


tended to assert that he had no 


connexion with him; was not of 
his followers ; that he neither had 
borne or would: bear testimony 
to his cause; and in this denial 
his guilt consisted. Again, in our 
Lord and Master's repre sentation 
of the last judgment, the judge 
is represented as saying to the 
wicked, “* Verily I say unto you, 
I know you not.”’—Know them 
and their true character, he as- 
suredly must; on no other ground 
could he be qualified to pass sen- 
tence on them as workers of ini- 
guity. Not to know them, there- 
lore, Was not to approve ot them; 





of John Baptist to Jesus. si 


but that he was under a necessity 
vi condemning them. Again, in 
1 'Dhes. vy. 12, when the apostle 
advises them to know them who 
laubourcd among them, this can- 
not apply (6 there knowledge ; 
; * a> § 
for this would have been trifling 
with them; but that they were 
to have them in just estimation, 
and if necessary, to bear testimony 
to them and to their cause. Thus 
he immediately added what more 
fully explained his meaning, thag 
they were to estcem them very 
highly in love for their work's 
sake, 

When, therefore, the Baptist 
asserts that he knew him not, may 
he not be considered as only 
meaning, that he had not given to 
Jesus any decisive or public pele 
sonal testimony; and thus the 
‘vO CN angelists be found in ULC. 
ment? Will not this also agree 
with the first preaching of John? 
Thus he only announced that there 
was one among them to whem he 
should bear testimony, as greatly 
his superior, or as the Messiah 
and with evident proptty did not 
point him out personally until 
lis by ptism, when his public 
ministry properly began. ‘Then 

d to two of his 
disciples, “ behold the Lan of 
Goud; ” when they immediately 
left the Baptist, whose ministry 
was then concluding, and follow- 
ed Jesus, whose minisiry was 
about to commence. $ r 

Hoping that the above, if not 
satisiactory, may lead to a more 
able and tull reply, and sincerely 
wishing every possible success te 
your usctul Repository, 

Jam, Sir, 
Yours, &c, 
ba Se 
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CRITICISM ON JUDGES XV. 4, 5. 


To the Editor of the Monthly Reposttory. 


stR, 

Permit me to solicit the atten- 
tion of your readers to a remark 
long ago made on a part of the 
Old Testament history, which has 
been repeatedly held up to ridicule 
by unbelievers, and which isindeed 
liable to very serious objections, 
viz. Judges xv. 4,5. It is that the 
word we render “ foxes,” if one 
letter only be left out, signifies 
** handfuls.”? (Asin FEezck. xin. 19, 
“handtuls of barley.’’) If then 
the proper meaning of the passage 
is, that * Sampson went and took 
three hundred handfuls (or sheaves) 
of corn, and laid them end to end, 
and put a firebrand in the midst 
hetween two © shi afeenids, and 
(having placed them in such di. 
rections as to reach the standing 
corn of the Philistines) set the 


———— + ~ or 


brands on fire;” it will not lie 
open to the scoffs of infidels ; nor 
will the friends of Divine Revela. 
tion need to take any farther pains 
in answering such objecitons as— 
how did Sampson collect so many 
as three hundred foxes in the 
course of a night ?—or, how did 
he secure them till he had fixed 
and lighted his tire-brands ?—or, 
how did he guide them, circum. 
stanced as they were, to the stand- 
ing corn of the Philistines? Per- 
haps, Sir, to some of your numer 
ous readers these thoughts may 
be new, and may be service able 
in obviating difficultics which 1 
may not otherwise be easy to 
resolve. 
[ am, Sir, 
A CONSTANT READER. 


CORRECTED TRANSLATION OF ACTS VIII. I. XXII. 20. 


For the Monthly Repository. 


The utility of the Symac ver. 
sion of the New Testament, in an 
examination of the received text 
and translation, has frequently s 
been noticed, and, in some in- 
stances, pointed out. I do not 
recollect, however, that any com. 
mentator or critic has adduced 
the following example, which oc- 
curred to me lately, in the course 
of my reading. 

Acts vil. 1. “* And Saul was 
consenting unto his death, ” 
King Jaincs’s translators, 

Now Saul was gladly cone 
senting unto his death.” Wake- 
field, 

* Now Saul consented to his 
death.”” Newcome. 


But in the Syriac translation (in 
Schaaf 's edition of which, by the 
way, the verse is placed, as it 
should be, at the end of the pre- 
ceding chapter,) the word ayvzizerss 
1S appropriately rendered by one 
to which the Latin c@des corre- 
sponds. Since, therefore, the 
historian, by his sclection of this 
term, plainly meant to stigmatize 

the death of Stephen as a violent, 

if notan unlawtul act, I would 
propose to transiate the clause 
thus: 

Now Saul willingly concurred 
in putiing him to death; or “ in 
killing him.” And the same 
correction should be made in 
Acts xxii. 20, 

March 11, 1808, N. 
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“ §TILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT APRAID TO BLAME,” 


Art. I. 
By R. Wright. 1l2mo. pp. 34, 
We are happy to have to add 

this Nssay to those by the same 

author, which we have already 

reviewed, (M. Repos. vol. 1. p,. 

47, vol.it. p. 436.) Mr. Wright's 

Unitarian tracts are judicious, 
versuasive, candid, and serious, 

aud well adapted for popularity ; 
we trust he will go on increasing 
their number till he shall have 
supplied us with a complete body 
of rational divinity, 

Public attention has of late 
been drawn to the doctrine of the 
miraculous conception, aud just 
views on the subject are prevail- 
ing. The sermons of (Messrs, 
Stone and Bennett, preached be- 
fore their respective ministerial 
brethren, have been much read, 
and the outcry that bas been 
raised concerning them has served 
to increase their popularity. ‘This 
Essay of Mr. Wright’s condenses 
the subject, and presents the 


reader with a complete view of 


the arguinent, at a small expense, 
and with litthe labour. It is we 
think decisive, and must convince 
every onc who does not bold the 
principle—that man is to be a 
reasonable being in’ every thing 
but religion, 


VOL. 
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Port. 


An Essty on the Miraculous Conception of Jesus Christ. 


Gd. Eaton. 1808, 


The Essay is divided into five 
chapters. Chap. i. treats of the 
rclative importance of the subject, 
and shews, Ist, That the miracue 
lous conception, if true, is ne 
part of the genuine gospel, being 
never taveht cither by Jesus or 
his apostles. 2d, ‘That it adds 
nothing to the dignity of the per- 
son, hor to the ania of the 
mission of Jesus. 3d, That it is 
of no use in Cheteiaty, but a 
mere matter of speculation, the 
belief of which can neither save 
the soul nor reform the conduet. 
4th, That the continuing to main- 
tain the miraculous conception, 
if not areal fact, cannot fail to be 
injurious to Cliristianity. 

In chap. il. the author states 
reasons for doubiing the reality 
of the miraculous conception, as 
follow; Ist, ‘That it would be a 
useless miracle, for it is not per- 
ceivable that it answered — any 

valuable end. 2d, That it is not 
supported by the same authority 
as the re al facts recorded in the 
gospel. "3d, Phat it remained 
unknown in the age in which it 
is supposed to have taken place. 
Ath, That it is an event of such 
an extraordinary nature that the 
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Strongest proof is necessary to 
render it credible. 5th, That 
the silence of Jesus and his apos- 
tles, and of two of the evangelists, 
on the subject, renders the reality 
of the fact doubtful. 

A view is given, chap. iii. of the 
general arguments against the 
miraculous conception. ‘The Ist 
argument is founded on the Jewish 
prophecies. The 2d, on the ge- 
nealogies in Matthew and Luke. 
The 3d, on Christ's calling him- 
self“ the son of man.” ‘The 4th, 
on the general opinion of the men 
of the age of the gospel history, 
The Sth, on the language used 
concerning Christ after -his ex- 
altation. 

Chap. iv. is an examination of 
the passages of scripture on the 
authority of which the miraculous 
conception rests, viz. ‘The two 
introductory chapters in the Gos. 
pels of Matthew and Luke. They 
are suspected to be interpolations 
because, Ist, Passages from the 
Old ‘Testament are misinterpreted 
and misapplied in them. 2d, 
‘Vhey contain accounts of useless 
Jd, They relate sevee 


miracles, 


\nt. II. 


gentleman, 


Jouwn Smitn was a respect. 
able Unitarian writer, of the 17th 
century. This ** Designed End to 
the Socinian Controversy, ” was 
published in 1695, and has been 


in Examination of the 
and other Rooks of the New Testament, respecting the Person of 
Jesus, with Observations arising from them. 
Svo. pp. 144. Johnson. 1807. 


ral things incredible. 4th, The 
giving of them up, by no means 
weakens the credibility of any 
other part of the gospel history. 

In chap. v. are remarks on the 
invention of the story of the mi- 
raculous conception, shewing that 
its rise may be accounted for, 
that it probably sprung up among 
Gentile Christians, and that it 
originated in the desire of avoid- 
ing reproach, ard the weak design 
of honouring Christ by extolling 
his nature and person, ‘The con- 
clusion of this chapter shall cone 
clude this review. 

“ Those who wish still to maintain 
the reality of the miraculous conception 
oucht to remember, that it is not to be 
done by outcry and clamour, by their 
declaiming against, and censurin, their 
opponents; that it is incumbent on 
them to reconcile it with the Jewish 
prophecies, with the unquestionable 
facts and plain declarations of the New 
Testament at larce; to shew that it 
rests on credible authority, and that the 
ee where it is stated are consistent 
with genuine history. They ought alse 
to prove its utility, and to account for 
the silence of Jesus and his apostles on 
the subject. May every inquiry be 
conducted with candonr, and may truth 
bear away the victory!” P. 34. 


Passages contained in the Gospels 


By Join Smith, 


reprinted by the Unitarian Book 
Society®, It is a rational and 
perspicuous tract. The author of 
the work before us, partly follows 
his plan, and from that circume 


* To the edition of the “ Designed End, ” printed by the Unitarian Society, 


; ‘ «@ Deaf ” : 

- prefixed ot Preface by Dr, Dissey, who states that he has inquired without 
—* tape personal history of the author. The tract itself provoked the 
notice of the civil power ; by order of parliament (under the reign of William III !) 


it was burnt, and the author prosecuted. 


Dr. Hicks (the well known nonjuror) 


ascribed this measu Heilanc a ah . ; 
re to the vigilance of Archbishop Tillotson ; but this appears 


to have becn mere caluminy, 
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stance, we suppose, borrows his on the Trinitv,” and is dedicated 
name. John Smith, gentleman, to him. Whatever may be thought 
is, we understand, a highly re- of the Bishop’s tract, every Uni- 
spectable layman. We cannot help tarign must thank him for it, 
wishing that he had published his since it has drawn forth two such 
“ Examination” under bis own valuable pieces as this “ Examina- 
proper name; this is not the time tion,” and Mr, Evanson’s “ Second 
for the triends of truth to hide ‘Thouglits.”’ t 
themselves from the world. In With all its merits, however, 
exact proportion to the erroncous- the work before us is not wholly 
ness and injuriousness of the unexceptionable. We do not 
Athanasian doctrine is the duty of think more highly of the author's 
Unitarians to avow the Christian judgment—though the circum. 
truth, in its purity. A layman stance may weigh, as was intended, 
might be listened to by such as with the Bishop of Gloucester— 
turn a deaf ear to our ministers, for his declaring himself an un- 
be their criticisms ever so just, willing Dissenter, and avowing his 
their arguments ever so conclusive. respect for the Episcopal order, 
The four Gospels and the Acts and his preference of a liturgy 
of the apostles are the proper Uni- and a national establishment. The 
tarian ground; in vain would an concessions he makes to Arianism 
orthodox advocate attempt to are unnecessary and inconsistent ; 
prove the ‘Trinity, the divinity of and he evidently uses words with- 
Christ and the atonement from out meaning when he represents 
these books. They are ably ex- the intimate union of divinity with 
amined by this writer, and shewn Aumanity in the person of Christ, 
to contain only plain Unitarianism. as a Christian doctrine. This, 
We earnestly wish our brethren to we are constrained to say in con- 
adhere principally to this mode of tradiction to him, is Nor the 
argument, belief of the Unitarian Chris- 
‘The Epistles (as our author ob- tian.” 
serves) must be explained by the ‘The author styles himself “ an 
historical books: so interpreted, unlearned layman.” [f this {be 
they inculcate forcibly the unity not a more humbie description of 
and unpurchased mercy of God, himself than he needed to have 
and the humanity of Jesus Christ. adopted, he deserves the more 
The latter part of the pamphlet praise for the ability and clearness 
consists of “ Incidental Thoughts,” with which (abating the exceptions 
which are strictly pertinent to before noticed) he has handled 
the subject, judicious, and some- his argument. Ifis pamphlet is 
limes ingenious. peculiarly suited to unlearned, 
The work was suggested by yet intelligent, Christians, 


ishop Huntingford’s ce ws houghts 
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POETR Y. 


LINES ADDRESSED TO THE 
COMET. 


Intusrerous traveller hail! to poet poor, 
Pent on 'this little warring world of dirt, 
Deign thy celestial ear ; and halt awhile 
In thy brivht course along the milky 
way, 
For moral conver:e. 
Dost thou with dread and philosophic 
bate 
Rush from a system of so many ills, 
Ere thy bright form in astronomic eye, 
Searce claims acknowledgment? Sad 
changes here 
Dread visitant! since last thy probing 
eye 
Look'd on our little family of worlds! 
Another race has risen, of nature dire, 
Dark and malignant as the soul of sin ; 
And all the goodly surface of this earth, 
Is now ove field of masacre and war ! 
As, in thy flaming course magnificent, 
Laving thy sides in heaven's primeval 
light, 
Thou passest worlds, say, hast thou seen, 
Aught comp’rable with this on which 
1 dwel! ?— 
In steaming clouds benight, half hid in 
shade, 
Its very womb disgorging flame and 
smoke ; 
Vext in its physical and moral state ;— 
‘Tempest and fire on sea, and-death on 
shore ! 
Strange messenger! in heavenly fire 
begirt, 
I wonder not thou hurriest in thy course 
To visit chaster realms. 
But much I marvel, and have ponder’d 
oft, 
On what the beings are who dwell 
with thee: 
Now basking in the ardent solar blaze, 
Whose fires, to one large calcined cloud 
would give 
Millions of worlds like this, and, in less 
time 
Than in thy rapid flight thou measur’st 
out 
Thy tail's diameter :—then darting forth 
To cold and solitary realms, where light, 
Feebic and broken as our lunar ray 


When crossing clouds ab orb her silver 
stream, 

Plays dimly on one endless solitude: 

Where sun can never rise, and freezing 


night 

Dwells brooding on eternal barrenness ! 

Strange race I wot! and much I crave 
to know, 

How in their winter they contrive to 
live, 

Who such a sultry sammer can endure! 

Say, nature’s monitor, whose post may 
be ° 

To sweep some district of creation’s 
bounds, 

And watchman-like, proclaim that all 
goes well ;— 

Say, do the Beauties which may grace 
thy orb, 

Like ours, their minds to slavish fashions 
bend ? 

Say, do thy Lovers sigh, like ours, for 
gold, 

And only smile on fortune and on fools ? 

Does mawkish sensibility usu 

The glorious name of bland philosophy, 

And ignorance, with brazen trumpet, 
drown 

The counsels of the wise? 

O! envied orb! if nought of these may 
vex 

The blessings of thy wide society, 

Then would I grieve that thou art fled 
sO soon ; 

And, in thy visitation of our sun, 

Thou wert not doom’d to cross this 
world of vice, 

And leave some lesson of thy happy 
laws ! 

Illustrious stranger, hail! when in thy 
course 

To these dull regions thou again re- 
turn’st, ‘ 

Some happier race may view thy lam- 
bent flames ; 


= every eye that now has hail’d thy 

res, 

Shall be for ever clos’d! and heavy 
night, 

Dark as the sins which visited the age, 

Shall curtain those who sinn’d. 


THEOPHILUS. 
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THE SWISS MUSE.—An Elezy. 


chore 
Where every virtue held its peaceful 
reigul + 
Ilanes with regret on scenes she lov'd 
‘before, 
‘Lhe last sad wanderer from the pen- 
sive plain. 
She views where ence the sons of 
freedom stray’d, 
Whose hard misfortunes 
sigh sincere ; 
She saw fair Genius fly his native shade, 
And dropt the paring tribute of a 


teur.— 


claim the 


But why, sweet maid, so fondly dost 
thou cling 
To rugved rocks where no soft ver- 
dure grows 5 
While climes more grateful court the 
tuneful string, 
\nd point to vales of pleasure and 
repo-e? 
Haply thou lov’st to ease th’ afflicting 
smart 
That tears the breast by misery doom’d 
to mourn, 
To gild the gloom around the victim’s 
heart, 
Or bend, with pity, o’er the patriot’s 
urn. 
Or, haply where beneath the iron hand 
Of stem oppression, youth’s fair 
flow’rets fade, 
Kindly with sympathy’s endearing band 
And bright-eyed hope, thou cheer’st 
the dungeon’s shade. 
For him who warm'd by freedom’s ge- 


nial fire, ; 
With soul unfetter’d drags the despot's 


chain, 
Perhaps thy hand attunes the living 
lyre, 
To soothe his woes by music’s magic 
strain. 
And thou, gay Fancy, bless his languid 
rs. 
Fach flattering phantom let thy care 
bestow, 
To strew his lone’y path with fairy 
flowers, 


And pluck the noxious nettles as 
they grow.— 
Say, and ye powers of Truth, accordant 
join ! 
The time shall come—that Fate has 
fix'd the doom — 


Poetry. 
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The friends of suffering Virtue shall 


combine 
And hurl each b!ood-stain’d tyrant 
to the tomb. 
D. B. 
Newburg, Fifeshire. 





AN IMPROMPTU 


On the Birth-day of Master P. S. D. whe 
bid just attained bis eleventh year, and 
who 1s about to enter into the Navy. By 
C. MM. M. NINE YEARS OLD. 


Since heaven, auspicious, has granted a 
year, 

Sweet youth to the length of thy life, 

Sure the best we can wish thee, when 
ten more thou’st seen, 

I; to smile on a beautiful wife, 


Why tempt the seas when such dangers 
appal ? 

Sweet youth, why determin’d to ro? 

"Tis the smile of affection entreats thee 
to stay ; 

Ah! wherefore such raptures forego ? 

But since thou wilt leave us, unhappy, 
to mourn, 

May the seraph that smil’d on thy 
birth, 

Bring thee safe to the arms of thy parents 
again, 

And expand their fond bosoms with 
mirth.— 


Homerton, Feb. 14, 1808. 





ADDRESS TO MORN, 


All hail to the breath of the rose-finger’d 
morn 

Now urging her orient way. 

The dew drop yet lcs on the turf of the 
lawn, 

Or glittering hangs on the spray, 

The country re-echoes with chanti- 
cleer’s crow, 

And the sky-lark unfolding her wing, 

Secks the sky’s lofty regions, the swain 
at his plough 

With joy hears the wanderer sing. 

The Jambkins that skip over valley and 
hill 

Join their voice to the notes of the 
grove, 
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While their shepherd reclin’d by some 
murmuring mill, 

Tunes his pipe to the praises of love. 

Bright Phebus now ruddies exch moun- 
tain’s hoar top, 

And purples the deep with his rays; 

ihe yreat voice of nature rejoicing sends 
1 P 

One general tribute of praise. 


E. DUNCANNON, aged 13. 





THE ROSE-BUD, 


I mark’d the young rose-bud, when 
looming and fair, 
Frect hold its beautiful head: 
With the rest of my flowers it partook 
of my care, 
And had of my fostering protection a 
share, 
As daily I water'd its bed. 
But, lo! as it bloom'd, the kcen sharp 
pelting hail 
Its beautiful petals destroy ‘d; 
All shattered, my flow’rct sunk low in 
the vale, 
Its odours no more did my senses re- 
ale, 
And I cast it as uselessaside ! 
And thus, when the blasts of chill pe- 
nury light 
On the child of misfortune and woe, 


No empty fame can quench the pain 
‘That burns in every bursting sigh. 


Duty commands, and I obey, 
But other duties struggle here: 
I dread the battle’s doubrful day, 
Because my life to thee is dear, 


Nft darkling in my tent at night, 

My lonely thoughts shall fly to thee ;— 
Again thy dear eye’s dewy light, 

Shall beam upon our babe and me, 


And when the fearful combat's giv’n, 

Should fate arrest thy soldier’s breath, 

The thought of meeting thee in hea 
ven 

Shall calm the agonies of death. 


A. M. P, 


SONNET, 


Written amongst the Ruins of Kenilworth 


Castle. 


O Kenilworth! how indistinctly fade 
Thy towers, as twilight steals upon the 


sight ! 


Lost in the glooms of many a deep’ning 


shade, 


Unprotected he falls in the cold cheer- No silver moon-beam marks thy lordly 


less night, 


height. 


And reluctantly yields to the merciless Ah! how Time banquets on thy mould’r- 


blight, 
Till he sinks to the regions below. 


Yet not like my rose-bud, destroy’d by + 


the storm, 

Once more he shall lift up his head ; 
The sun of eternity, gemal and warm, 
Shall shortly restore his poor worm- 

eaten form, 

And bring him to life from the dead ! 


J]. NIGHTINGALE. 





SONG. 


1 leave thee, love, but oh! in vain 
Proud glory’s banner floats on high ; 


ing side ; 


Long will he glut him with thy vast 


remains; 


‘ill not one relic of thine ancient pride 
Shall tell where Leicester sway’d thy 


fertile plains. 


When fell thatsproud Lord, faithful to 


his fate, 


Thy lofty turrets hasted to decay ; 
Ambition mock’d thee in thy alter'd 


state, 


And ruin seiz’d thee as his future o 
Then mortals, learn ’tistransitory all !— 
Behold this wreck, and think on Lei- 


cester’s fall. 


R. K. P. 
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT or PUBLIC ALFAIRS; 


OR, 


The Christian's Survey of 


the Political ]7 orld. © 





A time was when the belief that the 
sun moved round the earth, and the 
eirth stood still, was general. ‘The true 
system was hidden from the mass of 
mankind, who could not comprehend 
the beautiful simplicity and order of the 
heavenly motions. It was in vain that 
the clearesc demonstrations were given 
by scieutific men; the multitude con- 
sisting of high and low, rich aud poor, 
had imbibed such prejudices, and de- 
pended so entirely on their senses, that 
they could not carry their minds a little 
out of the narrow sphere in which they 
had been educated, or embrace the sub- 
lime tru-hs with which true philosophy 
had enriched mankind. What might 
formerly be applied to the natural, may 
now be said of the moral world. Error 
upon error is committed, because each 
party, reasoning from itself alone, and not 
considering its situation with respect to 
the other classes of mankind, equally 
the objects of God’s care, plans a system 
of action, which is inconsistent with that 
laid down by Providence. 

Each generation of men is placed in 
different circumstances from the pre- 
ceding ; but each depends on its prede- 
Cessors, and its actions have an influence 
on its successors. Like the great bodies 
revolving round the sun, they perform 
the allotted task; whilst to those who 
live in one planet, the motions of the 
others are full of irregularity. The 
powers now warring with each other, 
have their different ends in view: a 
slight survey of. the past might shew to 
them the little probability there is of their 
accomplishment; whilst the Christian is 
convinced, that the great end designed 
by Providence, is going forward, and 
will be produced in spite of every seeming 
effort to the contrary. If the cou:ts of 
Europe, at the beginning of the French 
Kevolution, had foreseen the result of 
their combinations, they would have 
been little anxious to form those schemes 
which have produced the destruction of 
come, and very great injury to others. 


The scenes in which we live cannot 
fail of making the strongest impression 
on us; but this impression is not to take 
away our rezards from the past, nor oar 
prospects into futurity. If we look back, 
we sce a Nebuchadnezzar, a Cyrus, an 
Alexander, and the great repubiicof Rome 
performing their destined course. The 
state of the world, we necd not doubt, 
required the existence of those revoln- 
tionary characters: and our own times 
will sicw to the reflecting mind, who 
considers the state of Europe for the last 
hundred years, that a revolutionary cha- 
racter, like that of the French republic 
and Buonaparte, was equally inevitable. 
Prejudices maintained their ground 
against all the efforts of human reason 3 
andit seems to be the law of our nature 
that what has been ebtained by force and 
fraud shall be subdued by the same 
ia.truments, 

The events of the last month bring 
this forcibly into the mind of a true 
Christian, Ages after ages have seen 
the Christian world, groaning under a 
tyranny, which, on the perusal merely 
of the scriptures, could scarcely be sup- 
posed ever to have found its way into 
the mind of the tyrant or the subjected 
slaves. An individual dared to style him- 
self the vicar and vicegerent of Christ ou 
earth; and tyrant succeeding tyrant un- 
der this character, established laws and 
dogmas, whose cruelty excites the ute 
most horror, and whose absurdity the 
utmost contempt. This power we have 
lived to see weakened to a very high 
degre, but its fall has not excited the 
joy with which it was anticipated by 
the picty of our ancestors. ‘lhe power 
still exists. ‘Uhe individual still styles 
himself the vicar or vicegerent of Christ 
on earth, but his power is confined 
within narrow limits. No longer can 
he thunder out his bulls to terrify mon- 
archs on the throne. Lie speaks the 
language of humility, and is submissive 
to the decrees of a civil governor. 
‘Yhe Keench troops have entered Rome, 
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they have taken possession of the papal 
dominions. The pope is not, however, 
dethroned; nor 1s it certain that his 
temporal! power will be taken from him. 
It is evident, however, that his existence, 
or the mode of his existence, depends 
entirely on the will of the sovereign of 
the french. We can hardly flatter our- 
seives with the hopes, that the tune 1s 
come, when the Christian may sing the 
triumphant song in the Revelations. 
Much remains to be done before that 
glorious event can take place. Yet this 
act ef the French portends some change 
in the papal dominions, a farther weak- 
ening of the temporal power of the pope, 
aud with it a still greater diminution of 
his spiritual influence. Should it be to 
reduce them to the same state under the 
French emperor, that the archbishop of 
Canterbury is in, under the legislature 
of England, it will be a great advantage 
to humanity ; and we shall hope, that, 
with the fal! of the spiritual power of 
this old usurper, the juggle of saint- 
worship, and the mummery of the wafer- 
god, and the cheat of confession, and 
the other shocking profanations of the 
Christian reiigion, will be abolished, and 
the sole worship of the God and Father 
of Jesus Christ be established over the 
whole earth, 

This cestruction of the papal power, 
and the restoration of religious liberty 
are objects of far greater consequence 
than the generality of people apprehend 
them to be. ‘The degraded state of 
France, Spain, Italy, and a very great 
part of Germany, was a great detriment 
tohumanity. France has in a great de- 
gree freed itself from the oppres.ive yoke. 
She still retains her papal archbishops 
and bishops and priesis: but their in- 
fluence is teeble, and the true word of 
God has currency in thatrealm. An 
opening is made for scriptural worship 
and scriptural truth, and a Protestant 
minister may not on}y appear in public, 
but receive marks of public honour. 
What aglorious change is this from the 
state in which that kingdom was when 
Protestant nvinisters hid themselves in 
holes and caverns; when they and their 
hearers were subjected to fines and 
ImMprisonments, to scourgings, to the 
galicys, to the racks! Protestants do 
not think enough of this change 3 nor 
can they tell what future good it may 

roduce. But Spain and Portugal were 
still under the yoke of intolerance. The 
armies of France have taken complete 





possession of Portugal, and they are said 
to be in such force in Spain, that what. 
ever has been determined with respect 
to that kingdom in the cabinet of France 
will probably be accomplished without 
difficulty. . 

Our accounts frem Portugal are very 
imperfect, yet from them we learn that 
the people have made little or no efiorts 
to resist the invaders Indeed what mo- 
tive could they possibly have to risk 
their lives and fortunes in the conflict? 
The effect of the invasion was almost 
evident, and if the sovereign and the 
court are gone, if a few of the landed 
proprietors are removed, yet still the 
ereat bulk of the people remains, and of 
that bulk, after all, a nation consists, 
They will aud may inquire, what pains 
those who have quitted the country took, 
toimprove their native soil, to facilitace 
the true intercourse between man and 
man, to raise the human mind, by de- 
grees, to those truths of which it is 
capable. If, on inquiry, it should appeat 
that the court was bizoted, that the 
popich reliyion in all its horrers was 
established on a permanent footing, if 
no onedared utter sentiments i” oppo- 
sition to the established faith, if the 
people living in a happy soil and fine 
climate, were brutalized beyond any 
other in Europe, then the arrival of a 
new set of men in the country can 
hardly do it more injury than those who 
have quitted it. ‘Those who are come 
will doubtless be repaid for their trouble, 
and they willexact a certain portion of 
the wealth of the country. It does not 
appear that their mareir has been at- 
tended with crucity, nor are they de 
scribed in such colours as the English are 
by the inhabitants of Buenos-Ayres, 
Lima, and Peru. Nebuchadnezzar 
formerly served a hard service, we are 
told, and Egypt was the reward of his 
labours. Portugal seems to be a boor 
to the new conqueror, and the wealth of 
its churches and monasteries has been 
seized, and the lands of the patriarchs, 
archbishops, and bishops, a very great 
proportion of the country, have been very 
highly as-essed towards the payment } 
clothing of the invading armies. 

‘Thus, in Portugal, that all-devouring 
influence of an intolerant church ® 
weakened and brought low. No lonset 
can the priest convey to the Inquisition, 
the humble inquirer who reads his 
bible. Religious liberty is already to 4 
degree established, and the human mind 
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way now emerge from the gross dark- 
ness into which it had been plunged ; and 
if we are exhorted with all our gettings 
to get understanding, the price which 
Portugal has paid may not seem too 
great in the eyes of a future generation, 
for the advantages which this revolution 
in its affairs may produce. What will be 
the effect as to civil liberty cannot yet be 
known. Itis now become a dependent, 
instead of what it was before, a tributary 
power. But it is not at all likely that 
the civil state of the great mass of the 
people will be worse than it was under 
the former government; its religious 
state is very much improved, and a se- 
vere blow is inflicted on the superstition 
of Rome. 

In Spain expectation is on foot for 
very inaterial ceeon: It is certain that 
a great body of French is in the king- 
dom; it is reported that they have met, 
in} one place, with resistance, but over- 
powered the Spanish troops; and a ru- 
mour is spread, that the sovereign of 
france will himself shortly make his 
appearance in Madrid. If the latter 
event should take place, there cannot be 
adoubt that very great changes in the 
government of the country will be the 
cousequence; and, as in Portugal so in 
Spain, the blow will fall the most 
everely on the Inquisition, that odious 
and cruel tribunal, and on the wealth of 
the churches and monasteries, and on 
the estates of the archbishops and 
bishops, which form a very great por- 
tion of the landed property of the king- 
dom. Whoever has read, or heard any 
thing of that impious and cruel tribunal 
the Inquisition, cannot gricvt that it 
appears to be very near to its dissolution. 
A more abominable and wicked tyranny 
was scarcely ever devised for the debase- 
ment of the human mind; myriads have 
been put to dreadful deaths by fire or 
racks, or have suffered long imprison- 
ments with inhuman tortures, merely 
because they did not believe what this 
wicked tribunal asserted to be the true 
faith. It had its spies in every part of 
the kingdom. No house was safe; and 
the wife of a man's bosom would 
betray him. Hence a dreadful and 
gloomy horror produced what these 
wretches called thé peace of the church. 
o one dared to intinuate a hint that 
the least mistake could exist in the es- 
tablished chuich, and all access to im- 
provement was cut off by che terror of 
punishmens. 


YuL. 11, ¥ 


State of Public Affairs. 































































161 


How different this from the mild spi« 

rit of Christianity! Whence could the 
strange notion have been derived, that 
the Saviour of the world cou!d be pleased’ 
at the sight of racks and fires to avenge 
his cause against an unbeliever? but we 
may expect, that the first effect of the 
French power will be the destruction of 
this herrible tribunal, and Spaniards will 
again have the liberty of thought, and 
the power of reading the Scriptures. 
With the diminution of the splendour of 
the Spanish church, the loss of a great 
part of the wealth of the clergy, and the 
abolition of monasteries, the armies of 
France will be ted and clothed. A new 
light will spring up in Spain, and what- 
ever may be the effect of its civil, its re- 
ligious liberty will be established; and, 
as we said before, the value of the latter 
is far from being duly appreciated even 
by Protestants. 

The true Christian knows, that every 
infringement of it is as hurtful to the 
oppressor as to the oppressed; and no 
true Christian can possibly concur, in 
any measure, to rack, or torture, or 
line, or imprison, his brother for inter- 
preting the scripture in a manner differs 
ent from himself. 

The effect of the reception of the 
French on the civil constitution of Spain 
it is difficult to foresee. Spain was once 
a free country; its monarchs overthrew 
the Cortez, or bodies similar to our par- 
liaments, and have reigned with des 
potic sway. A mielioration in this res- 
pect may possibly be produced, but this 
the Spaniards will purchase at a cone 
siderable price, and with the changes in 
their government will most probably 
experience a great diminution of terri- 
tory in the East and West Indies, and in 
America, But the papal power will be 
the greatest losers on ‘this occasion ; 
its indulgences, and consecrated relics, 
and other mummeries found a ready 
sale in Spain, and thence were trans- 
ported to its colonics to deceive their 
unenlightened inhabitants. With the 
changes in the government, the.e follies 
will lose their value; and the falsely. 
called Apostolic Chamber, great part of 
itsrevenucs. Yet the harlot may still 
give to drink to many kingdoms from 
the cup of its abominations, 

From the south, if we turn our eyes 
to the north of Europe, we see a very 
different scene. A Protestant king is in 
gieat danyer: his assailants are the em- 
peror of Kussia avowedly ; the emperor 
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of France and the king of Denmark are 
expected soon to join inthe attack. The 
troops of Russia have entered Swedish 
Finland and it is said have obtained 
some advantages. ‘They will probably 
confine their efforts for a great part of 
the campaign, to the conquest of Fin- 
land; at least they will hardly pass over 
the gulph of Bothnia, into Sweden 
much before the middle of summer. 
The French troops have arrived in Den- 
mark and are preparing to attack Swe- 
den in the south. ‘The king of Sweden 
has received a subsidy from England, 
but he is reported to be endeavouring 
to make terms with France. He has 
already lost Pomerania ; if peace is made 
it can scarcely be without the loss of 
Swedish Finland to Russia; and no doubt 
some compensation will be made to 
Denmark in some other parts of his 
dominions. If peace is not speedily 
made on these terms, the conte:t will 
hardly be long; the population of Swe- 
den must rise with great energy to as- 
sist their sovercign in repelling the 
invaders, but if there is any dissatisfac- 
tion among them, he is lost for ever. 
What could possibly induce him to 
hazard so much, and to use the language 
he did in the last conflict, it is difficult 
to conceive. If he gives way his king- 
dom must unite with the rest of Europe 
in its confederacy against England, and 
the tremendous power of France will 
be established. How long it will be 
permitted to remain, who can tell? Let 
us pray that the hearts of men may 
be turned to better things, and endea- 
vour to promote the coming of that 
kingdom which is the object of their 
daily petitions to heaven. 

At home many have been the debates 
in parliament on various topics. The 


calamiteus affair at Copenhagen has 
been completely determined upon in the 
House of Commons, which has not only 
resisted the efforts of one party to cen- 
sure that melancholy measure, but has 
with a very great majority passed a vote 
of thanks to the ministers for their ac. 
tivity, prudence, and energy, in the 
step they have taken. ‘hus as far as 
the sentiments of the English nation are 

ublicly known, it approves of what 
- been done in Copenhagen. What- 
ever may be thought of such a step, the 
true Christian cannot but lament that in 
this age of the world, so little advances 
have been made towards that Christian 
love which would make this earth a 
paradise. 

The petition respecting the Cold 
Bath-fields prison has produced a com- 
mission from the king to inquire into the 
abuses which are said to exist in that 
prison. It is to be hoped that the spirit 
of party will not enter into it, but that 
if any abuses do exist, they will be cor- 
rected agreeably to the spirit of the cone 
stitution. Petitions have been drawn 
up for peace in various parts of England, 
but they are chiefly from manufacturers. 
It is not likely that any peace will be 
made, till all the views of the French on 
the Continent are completed, and as yet 
the sentiments of the nation have by no 
means been ascertained on this subject. 
The war against France has doubtless 
been, during the greater part of the 
contest, a popular war; but it is easier 
to enter into a war, than to lay down 
arms, and again eonsult the interests of 
all partic: by acting as men and Chris 
tians. Well has Doctor Priestley ob- 
served, that war is a luxury the dearest 
of any that man can patronjse. 
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Died, Thursday morning, March the 


wife of Mr. Richard Titford, Union- 
street Spital-ficlds. She was interred at 
Worship-street by the Rey. J. Evans 
who picached her funeral sermon the 
following sabbach to a crowded congre- 
gation, from Gen. xvii. 25. “ Shedd net 
the Judge of vil the earth de right?” ‘The 
conc usion of the discourse contamed 
some particulars respecting the deceased, 
and 1s therciore sent for insertion. 


“T shall now add a few words ree 
specting the instance of mortality which 
We are endeavouring to prove. Our 
deceased friend and sister was in the 
27th year of her age, and expired two 
days aiter thg.bigth of her third child. 
Her constitytion vas always weak and 
tender, but she jw nerally possessed @ 
good share of health and of spirits. Bee 
ing of a delicate habit, great care was 
requisite in guarding her against those 
sudden transitions from heat to cold 
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which, in this very changeable climate, 
lay the foundation of so many serious 
complaints. From a cold, however, 
caught about two years ago, she never 
thoroughly recovered. Excursions into 
the country gave her a temporary relief, 
and bv a repetition of these occasiortal 
visits it was fondly hoped both by her- 
self and by iner friends, that her lite 
would be protracted for years. But the 
expectation proved delusive. She gra- 
dually grew weaker and weaker. Her 
lungs, the great organs of vitality, be- 
came evidently affected. Recourse was 
had to medica! aid of the first respecta- 
bility. But little encouragement was 
given of any effectual relief. It soothed, 
but it could not remedy—it alleviated 
but could not restore. For in cases of 
this kind medicine can do little more— 
“chan for a while to turn aside death’s 
levelled dart—and yet a few soft nights 
and balmy days impart!" During her 
illness, or rather gradual decline, she 
was at times acd of the melan- 
choly event which ensued, but at other 
eriods, under the flattering nature of 
Lee complaint, she would entertain strong 
hopes of recovery. The only time she 
spoke pointedly of her approaching dis- 
solution, she remarked “ that she feared 
not death!” A noble declaration this— 
and in her case, with her religious edu- 
cation and habits, it must have proceeded 
from her conviction of the goodness of 
God in having provided a future state 
of existence for those who love and fear 
him, where we shall meet pious rela- 
tives and friends, and be for ever with 
the Lord ! How thankful should be her 
parents, her partner in life, and her other 
iriends, that by means of the: glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God, she indulged this 
glorious hope,and that it seemed to divest 
death of its terrors and enabled her to 
look forward to the gracious recompense 
of reward. 

To her parents, to her partner in life, 
and to her friends, [ would just add, that 
I trust they will imitate her virtues, as 
they love and revere her memory. One 
thing | must particularly mention, it 
would be an injustice to her character to 
suffer it to be forgotten. I here refer not 
only to her fortitude, but to her pa- 
tience, and to her resignation,—virtues of 
no ordinary value in this suffering con- 
dition of humanity. 1 saw her several 


* H. Kirke White, 


times in her gradual descent to the tomb, 
and there are others who, being with her 
by day and by night, witnessed her bo- 
dily sufferings—we all can bear one 
and the same testimony to her patience 
and resignation, She practically knew 
that the ‘fudge of all the earth could not do 
but what was right. ‘This is a hard 
lesson for the survivors, but it was hard- 
er for her to leave, at so carly a period 
of life, her children, her vd foe, and 
her parents, who were so many dis- 
tinct sources of happiness in the journey 
of life. But, hard as the lesson was, 
she seemed to have learnt it,—imitate 
her example, therefore,in this memorable 
instance of agbedience to the will of 
God. I have been endeavouring to shew 
you that God does all things well. You 
know this great truth. May you feel 
its influence! May you realise its efh- 
cacy! Affliction is not joyous but gritveus, 
yet in the end it workcth the peaceable poset 
of righteousness. 1 shall close with two 
stanzas written by a pious young poet, 
who lately died at Cambridge of a 
consumption, in the 21st year of his age. 
The first stanza I would address to 
the parents and relatives, and hope they 
will adopt it on this solemn occasien. 


Come! disappointment, come ! 
Tho’ from hope’s summit hurl’d, 
Still, rigid nurse, thou art forgiven 
For thou severe wert sent from heay’n 
To wean us from the world; 
To turn our eye 
From vanity 
And point to scenes of bliss that never 
dic ! 


The other stanza I address to the 
partner of the deceased, under the persua- 
sion that he will use the lines as descrip 
tive of his own temper and condition, 


Come! disappointment, come! 
Thou art not stern to me, 
Sad monitress, 1 own thy sway, 
A votary sad in early day, 
I bend my knee to thee, 
From sun to sun 
My race willrun, 
I only bow and say—* My God, thy wilt 
be done | *” 
“ The Lord gave, and the Lord bath 
taken away, blessed de the name of the 
Lord.” 
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1807, November. Died, at Cottenham, 
near Cambridge, the REV. THOMAS 
BARON, aged 64. He was a native of 
Burwell, in Cambridgeshire. He was 
religious in early life, and joined himself, 
when young, to the independent church 
at Burwell, then under the pastoral 
care of Mr. Joseph Maulden, author of 
several single sermons, and of one (if 
the writer of this does not mistake) 
against the practice of inoculation for 
the small-pox. In this church Mr. 
Baron was observed by some of the 
membets to have “ gifts for the minis- 
try.” His gifts were tried in the usual 
manner, that is, by his delivering an 
exercise before the members only of the 
church, the communicants, with closed 
doors. The result of this trial was that 
Mr. B. was believed by the church to 
have gifts, and promising ones, but by 
his pastor to have none at all. There 
were not wanting those that imputed 
Mr. Maulden’s decision to a mean jea- 
lousy of the young preacher, who 
certainly refuted practically his opinion, 
for, joining the neighbouring independ- 
ent church of Is'cham, also in Cam- 
— under the charge of Mr. 
Lambert, where his“ gifts” were more 
properly appreciated, he came forth full 
of vicour and popularity. He came out 
about the same time as Mr. Andrew 
fuiler, of Kettering, with whom he 
was acquainted, and whose voice and 
manner he caucht ip no small degree, if 
he did not possess them naturally. Soon 
after becoming a preacher, he became a 
Baptist, adopting a persuasion which 
often takes possession of young and ar- 
dent minds, and which generally lasts 
longer than any other pe:suasion of the 
mind. Without any other training than 
preaching amongst Christian friends, 
and without any other qualification than 
a knowledge of the bible, Mr. Baron 
was invited to preach on probation, bes 
fore the Baptist church at Cottenham. 
He was approved, elected, and ordained. 
His ordination is rendered memorable 
by the circumstance of Robert Robinson 
delivering the charpe to the people. 
Robinson was in high spi:its and com- 
plete self-pos.ession, and made so pow- 
erful a defence, and gave so beautiful a 
.picture of Christian liberty that the 
principle of non-conformity was then, 
if not before, deeply rooted in Cotten- 
ham and the neighbourhood, where it 
as cver since been growing. My, Bas 


H. Meyes, M. D. 


ron resided among the same people te 
the day of his death, never once enter- 
taining the wish of “ changing his place,” 
during a period of twenty-eight years, 
His temper was affectionate, and his 
manners conciliating; hence he was 
beloved by his congregation, especially 
by the younger part of them. Harmony 
generally prevailed amongst this little 
society of villagers ; though in latter 
years the pernicious Antinomian princi. 
ples of William Huntington (better 
known before he was a Father by the 
name of Will Hunt) had withdrawn 
some from the ‘paths of virtue: which 
to Mr. B. was a great affliction, for he 
was a good man and an encourager of 
goodness. Mr. B. did not possess great 
but useful talents. His knowledge was 
limited, but he was not ignorant of re- 
ligion. He lamented often the want of 
education, and always recommended it 
to parents to teach their children all that 
they wouid learn and could be taught, 
He was accustomed to say that “ he 
would sell his shirt from his back to give 
his children education.” ‘To his strong 
and frequent remarks on this subject the 
writer of this notice owes some of the 
advantages which he enjoyed in early 
life. It was a further merit of Mr. B.'s 
that he was an encourager of young 
men in religion, and of young preachers. 
‘The second time this writer ever spoke 
in public was at Mr. B.’s earnest it- 
stance in the meeting-house at Cottep- 
ham. Mr. B.'s sentiments were strictly 
Calvinistic, but it was not-in his natule 
to be a bigot. All his associations of 
mind were in favour of Calvinism, 
which with him was the belief of good 
people, people enlightened by divine 
grace. His constitution was for some 
time breaking up previous to his death, 
and the death of his son a few years 
ago, and latterly of his wife had a great 
and, as appears, a fatal effect upon his 
health and spirits. 

Dec. 10, after a short indisposition a 
Doncaster, where he was delivering 4 
course of lectures on Natural Philosophy, 
HENRY MOYES, M.D. of Edi- 
burgh, aged 57. This gentleman, blind 
from his childhood, was one of several 
witnesses in modern times to the good- 
ness of Divine Providence, in com 
pensating a grievous bodily privation by 
great mental endowments: thus, as the 
poct expresses it, 
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Mercy, encouraging thought, 
Gives e’en to affliction a grace, 
And reconciles man to his lot. 


The following account of Dr. Moyes 
is extracted from a paper on blindness, 
by his friend Mr. Bew, in the “ Me- 
moirs of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Manchester,” where Dr. M. 
resided in 1782. 

“He lost his sight by the small-pox 
in his early infancy, and never recol- 
lected tohave seen, though he traced in 
his memory some confused ideas of the 
solar system. Brought up in a family 
devoted to learning, and ardent in his 
own application, he made rapid advances, 
not only acquiring the fundamental 
principles of mechanics, music, and the 
languages, but likewise an acute and 
general knowledge of geometry, optics, 
algebra, astronomy, chemistry, and in 
short, of most of the branches of the 
Newtonian philosophy. Mechanical 
exercises were the favourite employ- 
ments af his infant years. At a very 
eariy age he made himself acquainted 
with the use of edged tools so perfectly, 
that he was able to make little wind- 
mills, and even constructed a loom with 
his own hands, which still shew the 
cicatrices of wounds he received in the 
execution of these juvenile exploits. He 
was a striking instance of the power the 
mind possesses of finding resources un- 
der the most rigorous calamitics. 
‘Though involved in * ever-during dark- 
ness, and excluded from the charming 
views of silent or animated nature ; 
though dependent on an undertaking for 
the means of his subsistence, the success 
of which was very precarious ; though 
destitute of other support than his geni- 
us, Dr. M. was generally cheerful and 
apparently happy.” 

Died at ‘Trowsaipce, Witts. the 
following persons. 

Ist, On December 13, 1807, WIL- 
LIAM WESTALL, aged 61, a pew- 
opener at the General Baptist Mecting. 
His death was very sudden; being en- 
gaged in cleaning the mecting-house 
late on Saturday night, (Dec. 12.) he 
fcll down in a fit, was carried home 
almost senseless, and expired carly next 
morning, leaving behind him the cha- 
racter of a worthy Christian. 

2d, On January 16, 1808. MARY 
SARGEANT, aged 84, widow of Sa- 
mucl Sargeant, formerly a respectable 
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Mrs. Holland. Sosbua Willis. 


builder, and for many years clerk at the 
aforesaid General Baptist Meeting. Her 
infirmity and long affliction had rendered 
her for some years itcapable of attend- 
ing public worship. 
3d, On February 4, 1808, after a long 
and painful illness, which she bore with 
wonderful patience and _ resignation, 
ELEANOR JONES, aged 9 years and 
five months, daughter of Daniel Jones, 
pastor at the same General Baptist Meet- 
wig. With respect to progress in learn- 
ing and delight in religion, she was 
equalled by very few of her age, and 
such was her apiness to cosmut things 
to memory, that she could repeat hymus, 
sacred poems, &c. to the astonishment 
of all who heard her. In her affliction 
she was so free from the fear of death, 
that it was always her wish to depart 
and be at rest. D. fj. 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at Ormskirk, Mrs. 
HOLLAND, relict of the late Rev. 
Henry Holland. ‘Those who knew her 
not may read the record with little 
zttention or concern, but her acquaint- 
ance, relations, and friends wil immedi- 
ately recollect her pleasing and caurteous 
manners; her willingness to serve and, 
oblige ; her faithful assiduity in superin- 
tending female education; her imoffen- 
sive conduct during a life of more than 
70 years ; her readiness to sacrifice he 
own ease and comfort for the benefit of 
the sick and the afflicted, and the tran- 
quil composure of a pious Christian, who 
went about doing good. After a pars 
lytic stroke she lingered for a week 
without much pain, and then died as 
placidly as she had lived. 
Liverpool Chronicl- 
Feb. 4, JOSHUA WILLIS of Ray- 
don, in Suffolk. Early in the morning 
he got up from his bed, left his shirc 
with his other clothes in his bed-reom, 
and walked naked to a sign-post, on the 
road leading from Raydon to Stoke, and 
was found hanging by his arms on the 
said post. On being taken into the next 
house, he died, from the inclemency of 
the weather, and from his having ina 
fit of frensy beaten and brutsed himself 
upon and against the sign-post. It 
appeared that he belonged to a socicty 
of ranarics, and thut he had for some 
days before been imsane and almost 
distracted; that his mind was loaded 
concerning a future state, and thet he 
wished to die on the sign post, ar eur 
Saviour did tn the (ross. Tome:. 
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January roth, at his bonse at Pains- 
wick, in Gloucestershire, the Rev. 
CORNELIUS WINTER, aged 65, who 
had been minister of a dissenting congre- 
gation in chat town for nearly 20 years: 
a4 man whose memory will live in the 
hear's of al! that knew him, and whose 
picty and benevolence were not only 


commensurate with his days, but in their 
effects and consequences will long sur- 
vive him.—The Rev. Mr. Jay, of Bath, 
has announced his intention of drawing 
up his life, and requests rather oddly, 
from the religious public, the commu. 
nication of anecdotes and letters of the 
deceased. 


INTELLIGENCE. 
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DECLARATION OF UNITARIANISM BY TITE REV. JAMFS LYONS, 
LATE PASTOR OF A CALVINIST BAPTIST CHURCH, AT HULL, 


THE REV. JAMES LYONS, late 
minister of the Baptist Church in George 
Street, Hull, having changed his views 
of religioas truth, and adopted Unita- 
rian sentiments, made a communication 
to that effect to one of the deacons of 
that church, on Friday, December, 4th, 
1807, requesting him to inform his 
brethren respecting it; and stating that 
if it were agreeable to their wishes, he 
would explain the reasons of this change 
in public, but if not he would continue 
with them a few months, or until they 
could procure another minister, and 
during that time, would engage to avoid 
controversy in the pulpit, and preach on 
those subjects respecting which they 
were all of the same opinion. Such 
hewever was their dissatisfaction on re- 
ceiving this intelligence, that he, the 
next morning, received a letter from the 
before-mentioned deacon, stating that 
he had mentioned the circumstance to 
the leading persons in the congrezation, 
and that it was their wish that Mr. 
Lyons should take leave of the people 
on the day following in the afternoon. 
With this request he complied, and 

weached his Looustt sermon to them 
rom john v. 39. ‘* Search the Scrip- 
tures,” &c. After strenuously exhorting 
therm to cultivate a spirit of Christian in- 
quiry, at the close of the discourse he 
particularly addressed himself to the 
church, and stated that about two years 
previous to that time he had read some 
of the writings of Mr. Wright of Wis- 
beach, and mentioned particularly that 
writer's Essay on the Unity and Supre- 
macy of the one God and Father, and 
his Antisatisfactionist. He represented 
that the forcible appeals to the scrip- 





tures, andthe clear and conclusive rea- 
sonings of Mr. Wright in these pubili- 
cations, convineed him of the necessity 
of more closely examining, and of inves- 
tivating with severer scrutiny than he 
had ever before done, severa! of his re- 
ligious opinions. He stated that he had 
read every thing that he could have ac- 
cess to, in that time, on both sides of 
the trinitarian controversy; but while 
he acknowledged himself greatly indebt- 
ed to the writings of Mr. Wright, in 
the first instance, and afterwards to those 
of Dr. Priestley, Mr. Lindsey, Mi. 
Belsham, and several others, he had en- 
deavoured conscientiously to form his 
opinions according to the obvious sense 
of the word of God. For this purpose, 
he said, he had read the New Testamen* 
through several times, examining with 
much attention the passages which are 
usually cited on both sides of the ques- 
tion: the result of all this, he solemnly 
declared, was a full conviction that the 
doctrines of the trinity, of the equality 
of Jesus Christ, with the Father, and of 
a vicarious sacrifice by his death for the 
sins of men, are not only without any 
foundation in the scriptures, but ought 
to be ranked among the grossest cor- 
ruptions of christianity. Having stated 
his belief of the divine unity and infinite 
supremacy of God the Father, and his 
views of the mis-ion of Jesus Christ, 
whom he considered as the son and ser- 
vant of the living God, and expressed 
his firm persuasion that the salvation 
and eterna! happiness of men, are to be 
ascribed to the unpurchased mercy and 
— of the Father of the universe, 

e concluded by stating that the friend- 
ship which he had experienced from 
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many of the members of the church, 
had made a deep impression on his 
heart, which neither time nor distance 
could efface; and that he would endea- 
vour to forget, as he fully forgave, every 
instance of unkind or unfriendly treat- 
ment, which he might have received 
from any of them, and exhorted them 
to be at peace among themselves, to 
treat his successor, whoever he might be, 
with respectful and affectionate atten- 
tion, and to cultivate a spirit of libera- 
lity towards their fellow Christians of 
other denominations. When Mr. Lyons 
mentioned that the important counec- 
tion which had subsisted between them, 
and him, for ten years past, was dissolv- 
ed, he, the congregation, and especially 
the younger part of it, were evidenily 
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very deeply affected. We are informed 
Mr. Lyons intends to publish his fare- 
well sermon. Ww. 
[To this perspicuous and interesting 
statement, which has been lying by us 
some time, we are happy to add that 
Mr. Lyons is now pursuing @ missionary 
tour in Scotland, at the request of the 
Committee of the UniraRian Funp. 
He is also engaged to preach the 4unual 
Sermon in behalf of the Unrrartan 
Funp, on the Wednesday of Whitsun 
week, which will fail this year on 
the 8th of June.—Mr. Lyons’s Fanrr- 
we tt Discourse, above alluded to, is 
in the press, and will probably have been 
published before this notice comes be- 
fore the reader: to be sold by Mr. 
Eaton, 187, High Holborn, Epirox.} 





MR. DAVY’S NEW DISCOVERY IN CHEMISTRY. 


[A scientific friend has favoured us 
with the following interesting paper, 
containing the introductory part of Mr. 
Dibdin’s Lecture at the Royal Institu- 
tion, London, on Wednesday, January 
x3th. It gives a full and correct ac- 
count of Mr. Davy’s late discovery in 
Chemistry. For this discovery it will 
be remembered that the National [nsti- 
tute of France ‘adjudged to Mr. Davy 
the premium of 1,000 livres, which the 
Emperor Napoleon had promised to the 
best memoir on Galvanism, within a 
given period. This scientific honour 
some of our wise and patriotic public 
prints have advised Mr. Davy to hurl 
back on Gaul with disdain, Ep.] 


“ Before I solicit your attention to 
the opening of those lectures, which | 
shall have the honour of delivering in 
the course of the season, permit me to 
trespass upoa it for a few minutcs, by 
stating the peculiar circumstances under 
which this Institution is now again 
opened ; and how it cemes to pass that 
it has fallen to me, ratner than to a 
more deserving lecturer, to be the first 
to adcress you. 

“The managers of this Institution 
have requested me to impart to you that 
intelligence, which no one, who is alive 
tothe best feelines of human nature, can 
hear without the mixed emotions of 
sorrow and delight. 

** Mr. Davy, whose frequent and 
powerful addresses from this piace, sup- 
ported by his ingenious experiments, 


have been so long and so well known to 
you, has, for these last five weeks, been 
struggling between life and death.. The 
effects of those experiments recently 
made in illustration of his late splendid 
discovery, added to consequent bodily 
weakness, brought on a fever so violent, 
as to threaten the extinction of life. 
Over him it might emphatically be said, 
in the language of our immortal Milton, 
that 





Death his dart 
Shook, but delayed to strike. 


If it had pleased Providence to deprive ~ 
the world of all further benefit fiom his 
original talents and intense application, 
there has certainly been sufficient a/readty 
effected by him, to entitle him to be 
classed among the brightest scientific 
luminaries of his country. That this 
may not appear to be unfounded culo- 
gium, I shall proceed, at the particular 
request of the Managers to give you an 
outline of the splendid discovery just 
alluded to—and I do it with the greater 
pleasure, as that outline has been drawn 
in a very masterly manner, by a gentle- 
man, of all others, pervaps, the best 
qualified to do it effectually. 

‘*¢ In the course of the Jast 25 or jo 
years, the scyence oF cuemisrry has 
undergone great changes, and has been 
astonishingly augmented by various ime 
portant di-coveries ; amongst which, the 
most remarkable have been the decome 
position and recomposition of Water 
and of Ni.ric Acid, discovered by Mr. 
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Cavendish; and the consequent know- 
ledge of the nature of Metallic Cadces 
‘now called Ovides) with that of Acids 
in general. | 

«* But although the two fixed Aldalies 
called Soda and Potash, were attacked by 
the most eminent Chemists, with every 
known Chemical Agent, and by every 
method which the improved state of the 
Science could suggest, not the smailest 
effect could be produced on them; so 
that the nature of these two common 
substances remained totally unascertain- 
ed, and became a grand desideratum of 
Chemical Science. 

«When however Mr. Volta had com- 
municated to the Royal Society his great 
discovery of the Galvanic Pile, and when 
this had been modified into the more 
convenient form of Troughs, by Mr. 
Cruickshank, of Woolwick, the Electro- 
Galvanic power was found by various 
philosophers, to produce surprising 
effects when applicd to different sub- 
stances; and Mr. Davy in particular 
distipguished himself in these researches, 
and made a number of valuable experi- 
ments and observations; some of the 
more rematkable of which he com- 
municated to the Royal Society, in the 
Bakerian Lecture, read in November, 
1806. 

***Mr.Davy conceived, however, from 
what he had then accomplished, that 
much more might be done; and with 
equal ski!l and perseverance, he perform. 
ed a new serics of experiments, in the 
course of which, by various means, he 
again tried the efiects of the powerful 
Galvaric Batteries belonging to the La- 
horatory of the Royal Institution, and 
peru ularly directed his attention to the 
two fixed Alkalies, (Soda and Potash) 
with the view of effecting their decom- 
position, and of ascertaining the nature 
ef them, by means of that powerful 
azent, Galvanism. 

“* This great discovery he at length 
eficeted ; and to the high gratification of 
ali men of Science, he proved that 
#x'a and potash are compound bodies, 
each consisting of a peculiar metal, 
which has so great a tendency to com. 
bine with oxygen, that no agent but 
yalven sm can separate them. ‘Ihe two 
metals therefore, of soda and potash, 
have alw: ys hither:o be a preseamed to 


us in this state of combination with oxy. 
gen forming the two alkalies. 

««¢ But some of the — earths, 
(as they are called) such as Barytes, and 
Strontites, have many alkaline properties; 
which induced Mr. Davy to subject 
them to similar experiments ; and in like 
manner he discovered that these con- 
sisted of metallic bases, united to oxy- 
gen, forming compound bodies analo- 
gous to the two fixed alkalies. 

“« These may justly be placed amongst 
the most brilliant and valuable disco- 
veries, which have ever been made in 
chemistry ; for a great chasm in the 
chemical system has been filled up; a 
blaze of light has been diffused over that 
part which before was utterly dark; 
and new views have been opened, 
numerous and interesting, that the more 
any man who is versed in chemistry, 
refiects on them, the more he finds to 
admire, and to heighten his expectation 
of future impertant results. 

“ «Mr, Davy's name, in consequence 
of these discoveries, will be always re- 
corded in the annals of science amongst 
those of the most illustrious philosophers 
of his time. lis country with reason 
will be proud of him; and it is no small 
honour to the Royal Institution, that 
these great discoveries have been made 
within its walls; in that laboratory, and 
by those instruments, which, from the 
zeal of promoting uscful knowledge, 
have with so much propriety been placed 
at the disposa], and for the use, of fs 
most excellent profesor of chemistry.’ 

** This recital will be sufficient to con- 
vince those who hear it, of the celebrity 
which the author of such a discovery 
has a right to attach to himself ; and yet 
noone, J am coniident, has less inclina- 
tion to challenge it. To us, and to 
every enlightened Englishman, it will 
be a matter of just congratulation, that 
the country, which has produced the 
two Bacons, and Borie, has, in these 
days, shown itself worthy of its former 
renown, by the labours of Cavenpisi 
and Davr. 

* "Lhe illness of the latter, severe as it 
has been, is now, however beginning to 
ubate, and we may reasonably hope, 
from present appearances, at Jeast, that 
the period of convalescence is not very 
remote, 
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THE JEWS, 
Continued from page 117. 


« A member said, ‘We shall always 
hear the Rablies with pleasure; but their 
opinion must not have more authority 
than that of the other members.’—Ano- 
ther added, that a commission having 
been named to prepare the answers, 
and this commission presenting them 
atterwards to the assembly, every mem- 
ber was at liberty to deliver his senti- 
ments, and that, consequenily, in the 
deliberations, one vote could not have 
more weight than another—A Rabbi 
caid, that, whenever his fellow-doctors 
delivered an opinion, they should adduce 
proofs to support it; and consequently 
that the assembly should not admit con- 
trary opinions, unless supported by 
arguments which should refute theirs.— 
Several members spake in support of the 
answer proposed by the commission, 
and at the same time approved the 
principles laid down by the Jast speaker. 
—A Kabbi said, that marriage is a 
religious act, and that the persons united 
in wedlock, must be of the same reli- 
gion.—A member stated that it did not 
appear to him, that this necessary con- 
dition is expressed in any law. ‘The 
difference of religion,’ says he, ‘ cer- 
tainly makes those unions more difficult, 
but they cannot be considered as for- 
bidden on that account; it will be 
sufficient to point out these obstacles in 
the answer.—Another observed that, 
since no law forbade that kind of mar- 
riages, they must be lawful.—A mem- 
ber said that the first precept of the 
law is increase and anultiply; that in the 
sacred writings he finds no religious 
ceremonies wee to marriage; that 
some, indeed, are prescribed in the 
Talmud, but only to entiven the festi- 
vity of the day, and make it more 
agreeable to the married couple, to their 
parents, and to their friends.—A Rabbi 
thought that marriages with Christians 
were forbidden. He requested the as- 
sembly to consider that when Moses 
forbad those unions with the proscribed 
nations, he gave, as the motive of this 
a, the fear and apprehension 
est, by the seduction of women, men 
should be led astray from the law of the 
God in whose name he spoke; that, 
comequently, the probability of seduc- 
tion stall existing in unions with other 
nations, the prohibition stil] existed 
ikewise.—Another member spake on 
VOL Ll. Z 


the same side of the question; he be 
ged of the assembly not to hurry the 
decision, but to give time to the depu- 
ties to weigh the question maturely ; 
he proposed to adjourn the deliberation 
to the following day.—Acother began 
by reading the four first verses of the 
7th chapter of Duteronomy; then he 
said,‘ Why should we moa to Chris- 
tians the prohibition contained in these 
verses? Are we commissioned to de- 
stroy them? not to give them any quar- 
ter? Do hey not worship the same 
God we adore? Surely if God were to 
send us a second Moses, far from tracing 
a line of separation between us, he would 
tell us—* Love the Christians; cherish 
them as your brethren; unite with 
them; consider them as children of the 
same family. You all acknowledge that 
they are no idolators; that they worship, 
as you do, the Creator of heaven and 
earth; that they are your brethren and 
your benefactors.” What more is ne- 
cessary to make marriages lawful be- 
tween Jews and Christians? Will you say 
that the present Rabbies do not consider 
them as such? ‘The answer framed by 
the commission contains this declaration, 
—Great stress has been laid on the 
domestic ificonveniences which would 
result from such marriages; but has a 
word been said of the great political 
advantages they would produce? If 
both should be put to the scale, could 
the superiority of the last be doubted ? 
Certainly not : we must, then, adopt the 
answer proposed by the commission, 
which contains the whole truth.’—This 
opin on was strongly supported by many 
members.—A Rabbi answered that 
truth must be told, let the consequences 
be what they may. He declared, as 
his opinion, that marriages with Chris- 
tians are not lawfuL—A member said 
that it would be a difficult matter to 
come to a resolution, if the question be 
not regularly proposed. He demanded 
that the President should put the first 
art of it to the vote.—Several Mem- 
bard demanded the priority for the an- 
swer of the Rabbies, others for that 
of the commission.—-[ Some tumult took 
lace.]—A member proposed to ad- 
journ the discussion.——Another proposed, 
onthe contrary, that the debate should 
be closed, and that the assembly should 
proceed to a division,Another insisted 
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that the assembly could not rise till the 
question was decided.—Another pro- 
posed to suspend the dis: usaion ; to call 
the Rabbies to the table, in order to 
unite the two answers into one, in such 
a manner, as to conciliate the principles 
advanced on both sides of the question. — 
This proposition was adopted; the 
President suspended the discussion, and 
prepared a new answer with the assis- 
tance of the Rabbies and the members 
of the commission—After a lapse of 
three-quarters of an hour, the President 
announced that the discussion was re- 
sumed: he read the new answer to the 
thigd question. M. Lyon Marx trans- 
lated it verbally into German. The 
question was called for on every side. 
The Fresident put the new answer to the 
vote, and it was adopted almost unani- 
mously. The President then called for 
the reading of a declarution which he 
thought should be affixed to the answers: 
the assembly approved it by acclamation, 
and with shouts of Long live the Emperor ! 
This declaration was translated into 
German by M. Lyon Marx.” 


“*Decleration adopted by the Assemb! ,, 
* Resolved, by the French deputies 
professing the religion of Moses, that the 


following Deelaration shall precede the 
answers returned to the questions pro. 
posed by the Commissioners of His 
Imperial and Royal Majesty. 

* ‘The assembly, impressed with a 
deep sense of gratitude, love, respect, 
and admiration, for the sacred person of 
his Imperial and Royal Majesty, declares, 
in the name of all Frenchmen professing 
the religion of Moses, that they are fully 
determined to prove worthy of the 
favours His Majesty intends for them, 
by scrupulously conforming to his 
paternal intentions; that their religion 
makes it their duty to consider the law 
of the prince as the supreme Jaw in civil 
and political matters; that, consequently, 
should their religious code, or its vas 
rious interpretations, contain civil of 
political commands, at variance with 
those of the French code, those come 
mands would, of course, cease te in- 
fluence and govern them, since they 
must, above all, acknowledge and obey 
the laws of the prince. 

*¢ That, in consequence of this prin- 
ciple, the Jews have at all times consi- 
dered it their duty to obcy the laws of 
the state, and that since the revolution, 
they like all Frenchmen, have acknow- 
ledged no others,”” (To becentinued.) 








eee 


-_- -- - 





Se —— _———— 








Ss 


A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON MORALS AND 
TULOLOGY IN MARCH, 1808}. 


_————_ 


The Right and Duty ef a Faithful 
and Fearless Examination of the Scrip- 
tures: asserted in a Sermon, Preached 
at the Calvinit Baptist Chapel, George 
Street, Hull, on the Resignation of the 
Pastoral Office in that place, occasioned 
by the author's embracing the Unitarian 
Doctrine. By James Lyons. 8vo. 
1s. 6d, 

An Unitarian Christian Minister's 
Plea, for adherence to the Church of En- 
gland: including a narrative of the un- 
successful fate of the celebrated clerical 
Parliamentary Petition and Bill; with 
the proposal of a Plan of Church Re- 
form, on a Scriptural Basis. By Francis 
Stone, M.A. F.S.A. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 

A Brief Statement of certain Public 
‘Transactions that have lately- taken 
place relative to a Church of God, de- 


t The List of Fasr Dav Seamons, will be published (complete) in our 


uicxt. 


nonunated, Free-Thinking Christians, 
to distinguish them from the Un-Think- 
ing Christians of the present day. 1amo. 
gratis. 

A Letter tothe People ef England on 
Petitioning the ‘Throne for the Restora- 
tion of Peace. By the Rev. R. Warmer 
of Bath. 1s. 

Institutes of Biblical Criticism, or 
Heads of the Course of Lectures on that 
subject, read in that University and 
King’s College of Aberdeen. By Gil- 
bert Gerald, D. D. Professor of Divinity. 
8vo. 10s. 6d. 

A Summary View of the Rights and 
Claims of the Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land, being a Republication of the 
Fighth Article of the Edinburgh Ree 
wew, for October, 1807. 8vo. 1s. 
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The Eighth, Ninth, and last Letters, 
on the subject of the Catholics, to my 
brother Abraham who lives in the Coun- 
try. By Peter Plymley, Esq. 8vo. 
3 . 6d. 

Pian, Rules and Catalogue of a Li- 
brary for Young Persons; with observa- 
tions on some of the principal branches 
of Science and Literature, and occasional 
Remarks on the Books seletted; pub- 
lished with a view to assist in the for- 
mation of similar Institutions, and to 
aid the young in their choice of objects 
of Mental Pursuit. By Lant Carpenter, 
LL.D. 1s. 6d. 

The Mysterious Language of St. Paul, 
in his Description of the Man of Sin, 

roved from the Gospel History, to re- 
lose not to the Church of Rome, but to 
the times in which it was written, with 
some Remarks on Sir H. M. Wellwood's 
Sermons on Matt. xxiv. 14. By W. Nis- 
bett, M.A. 

A Letter to the Governors, Legisla- 
tors, and Proprietors of Planaations in 
the British West India Islands. By 
Beilby Porteus D. D. Bishop of London. 
8vo. 2s. 

A Sequel to “ Religious Union, per- 
fective of Civil Union.” By the Rev. R. 
Shepherd, D. D. Archdeacon of Bed- 
ford, Author of that work. 23s. 

The Churchman. By the Rev. G. 
Stephenson, M. A. Vicar of Kelloe, Cu- 
rate of Bishop Wearmouth, &c. Is. 

A Sermon, occasioned by the much 
lamented Death of that truly excellent 
Minister of Christ, the Rev. C. Winter, 
of Painswick, Gloucestershire. By T. 
Golding. Is. 

A Sermon on the same occasion, 
preached at the Interment. By W. 
Bishop of Gloucester. 4s. 

The Remarkable Prophecies of the 
Holy Maid of Orleans, concerning the 
spread of the Gospel and the Reign of 
Peace. 8d. 

The African Stranger, a Sermon 
preached Jan..17, 1808, at London Wall, 
lor the Benefit of the African and Asia- 
tic Society. By R. Young, D.D_ 1s. 

Monuments of Sparing Mercy, a 
Narrative of the Loss of the Brig Ann 
of Newcastle, on the coast of Greenland. 
By W. Ross. 6d, 

_ Essays on the First Principles of Chris- 
tianity.—On the proper Method of es- 
tablishing sound Doctrine from the sa- 
cred Oracles, and on the different senses 
of Scriptural terms. By the Rev. J. 
Smith, Dundee. gs. 
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Sermons occasioned by the sudden 
Death of the Rev. P. Thomson, Leeds, 
to which is prefixed a Memoir of his 
Life, by his brother, the Rev. A. Thom- 
son, Coldstream. 4s. 6d, 

A Reply to the Rev. W. Bennet’s Re- 
marks on the Rev.Dr. Williams’s Hypo- 
thesis, respecting the origin of Moral 
Evil. By J. Gilbert. 4s. 6d. 

Strictures on the origin of Moral Evil, 
in which the Hypothesis, of the Rev. 
Dr, Williams is investigated. By Wil- 
liam Parry. 2s 6d. 

Studies, Sacred and Philosophic; 
adapted to the Temple of Truth, 8vo. 9s. 

An illustration of the General Evi- 
dence of Christ’s Resurrection, By 
George Cook, A. M, 8vo. 75. 

A Letter to a Barrister, in Answer to 
“‘ Hints on Evangelical Preaching.” By 
R. Hawker, D. D. 1s. 6d. 

The Sufficiency of the Spirit’s Teach- 
ing without Human Learning; or, a 
‘Treatise tending to prove Human Learn- 
ing to be no help to the Spiritual Under- 
standing of the word of God. By Sa- 
muel How, vulgarly called Cobler How. 
1s. 6d. 

Two Letters, addressed to the Rev J. 
Trotter, D. D. and the Rev. W. Nicol, 
accompanied with a plain statement of 
Facts relative to the late Proceedings 
which have agitated the congregation of 
the Scots Church in Swallow-street, 
Piccadilly. By William Campbell, lately 
a member. Is 

The Miscellaneous Works of Mr. 
James Meickle, late Surgeon in Carn- 
wath; containing all his remaining 
pieces in prose intended for publication. 


The Christian Monitor for the Last 
Days, or, a Caution to the professedly 
Religious against the Corruptions of the 
latter Times, in Doctrine, Discipline, 
and Morals, By John Owen, M. A, 
Curate of tulham, and. Edit. 6s, 

Candid Thoughts, respectfully sub-+ 
mitted to the Proprictors of East India 
Stock, occasioned by Mr, ‘Twining’s 
Letter. Folio, pp. 4. gratis. 

A Statement of the Committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Socicty, 8vo. pp. 24. 
ratis. 

. The Dangers of British India from 
French Invasion and Missionary Estas 
blishments. By a late Resident at Bhae 
gulpore. 56 

Review of Mr. Twining’s Letter, and 
of Major Scott Waring’s two Pamphlets. 
Extracted from the Christian Observer. is. 
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Rertroiovs Notices, 

The annual mecting of the Lonpen 
Unrrartan Boox Society, will be 
holden on Wednesday, April 2oth, at 
the City of London Tavern, Bishops- 

ate-street. ‘The chair will be.taken for 
ow hey at half past three o'clock, and 
dinner wil! be on table at half past four 
o'clock. ‘Tickets ros. 6d. each; to be 
had of Ebenezer Johnston, Esq. Trea- 
surer, Bishopsgate-street ; or of Rev. J. 
Joyce, Secretary, Glocester-place, @am- 
den-town. 

A sermon was lately preached at Shef- 
field by the Rev. Dr. Puitzips, for the 
benefit of the Yorn Acapemy, after 
which a collection was made, which 
amounted to twenty pounds. 

The Rev. Tucornitus Browne has 
removed from Warminster to assist Mr. 
Wettsetoven in the York Academy. 
Mr. Browne is succeeded at Warminster 
by the Rev. Mr. Rosrats, from Ciren- 
cester, who was some time under the late 
Mr. Kenaick, of Exeter; Mr, Ro- 
berts's place at Cirencester is taken by 
the Rev. Mr. Hort of Hoxton. 

Lrrexary NOrices. 

Heagew Liareraturs.— Mr. Z. 
Cen has in the press, a splendid edition 
of a Controversial work, entitled ** Sa- 
cred Truths,” addressed to the children 
of Israel residing in the British empire ; 
containing, Strictures on “ The New 
Sanhedrim, and Causes, and Conse- 
quences, of the French emperof’s con- 
duct towards the Jews, &c. &c.” written 
by W. Hamilton Reid, tending to shew 
that the Jews can gain nothing by alter- 
ing their present belief, proving the 
local restoration to the land of promise, 
and clearly demonstrating, that Buona- 
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parte is not the man, the promised Mes. 
siah. Mr. Cohen, who is an ingenious 
mechanist, and resides in the West of 
England, is patronised by his grace the 
duke of Bedford, lord Clifford, viscount 
Courteney, carl Mount Edgcumbe, and 
several other noblemen. 

Mr. S. Bennet, anative of Poland, an 
artist, and member of the Academy of 
Berlin, has in the press, written in the 
English language, a Theological and Cr. 
tieal Reply to a Letter to the Hebrew 
nation, by--——Craufurd, Esq.—lIn this 
work, which evinces considerable read- 
ing, and an intimate knowledge of the 
original Hebrew, corrected translations of 
the 53d. chapter of Isaiah, several of the 
Psalms, and Danie] ix. 26, are adduced 
and "supported by parallel texts. The 
Appendix to Mr. B ’s work con 
tains a defence of the divine Unity, 
against the ohjecctions of Polytheists and 
Trinitarians ! 

Griesbach.—Theological students will 
be gratified to hear that in the Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, is the following work, 
Novum Testamentum Graecum, cum vari- 
antibus Lectionibus gue |Griesbachii, judi- 
sio textui recepto praferenda vel aquiparan- 
de sunt, 2 vol. ve. This work is the 
more valuable as the edition of Grice 
bach, printed abroad under the patro- 
nage of His Grace the Duke of Grafton, 
has been sold off some time. ‘The Cla- 
rendon editions commonly unite the 
three exccllencies of typographical neat- 
ness, of correctness, and of cheapness. 

Mr. Bexsnam_ has in the press, and 
will speedily publish, in a small vo. 
volume, an edition of his Letters on Mr. 
Carpenter’s Lectures, which appeared 
in the Monthly Repository, Vol. Il. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





We have received ~~, valuable communications this month, which we should 


be glad to acknowledge i 


our limits permitted. 


Mr. Carpenter's and. Letter on Mr. Belsham’s Remarks came too late for it- 


sertion in the present number. 


In our next will be published Letter I. bya constant Reader, in answer to a m0- | 


dest Querist, on Popular Preaching; Mr. Palmer's Remarks upon Mr. Flower's 
Life ot Robinson ; and an Essay by a Churchman, to shew that Unitarians are dot 


Rational Ci ristians, 


N. B We think it right to recommend it to our readers to complete their sets of 
the Monthly Repository, as some of the early numbers are nearly all sold off, and 


annet be son reprinted. 


of ; 


eum, 





TF ihc Report oft he Jennerian Society, referred to p. 142, is excluded for watt 
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